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tae LUA GREAT TEMPTATIONS, 
Cre. 


GENESIS IIL. I, 


Yea, hath God said ? 


Nor without fear, not without hope, do I 
enter this Pulpit to-night. 

Surely it is an opportunity—one of those 
special seasons when grace is abroad; when 
God,-the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, is dealing earnestly with souls; not 
only waiting to be gracious, but actually 
offering grace; even as it is written, that, 
on one occasion of our Lord’s ministry on 
earth, the power of the Lord was present to 
heal, | 

We are gathered here from various 
Churches—some for once only; one or two, 

V. I 
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perhaps, on the very eve of the last sum- 
mons, though they know it not; some 
anxious in heart, doubtful of acceptance, 
doubting of truth; at a perplexing turn, 
some few, in life’s journey, wanting direction, 
asking, What shall I do, Lord?—O blessed 
question! question accompanying salvation, 
when asked from the heart !—several beaten 
and buffeted with life’s storms, putting in their 
vessel here to refit, if haply they may hear a 
word of comfort, and go forth stronger and 
wiser and more patient and more hopeful. 
Thus the Ministry, which is always re- 
sponsible, becomes more so to-night. It is, in 
every sense, a special Service. May God be 
pleased to make it so! may He put a word 
into my mouth! may He touch, as with a coal 
from the altar, these lips—first taking away 
their infirmity and their uncleanness, and then ~ 
opening them for counsel, for comfort, for 
help, to some listening, longing, waiting heart! 
Lent is come—with all its memories, re- 
proachful chiefly and saddening; and with that — 
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peculiar trial belonging to it for so many, of 
uncertainty what to do with it—whether any- 
thing—in which, so often, we have suffered 
half of it to slip by us, and have then said to 
ourselves, For this year at least it is too late 
—let it go. 

Yes, it is a trying time. When we think 
for how many religious men Lent is a season 
of mere mortification, of ceaseless dwelling 
among the tombs with the ghosts of old sins, 
which they count it sin to drive away by the 
exorcism of the name and of the blood of 
Jesus; a season which they count profitable 
just in proportion as it is gloomy and ghastly 
and repulsive and soul-scaring; we cannot, 
for mere humanity, forget all this, and go on 
our way rejoicing: we must, for pity’s sake, 
remember the sorrows and remorses, the 
penances and the miseries, which these Forty 
Days contain for so many, and pray that we 
may at least so far weep with them Jdefween 
the porch and the altar, as shall be consistent 
with a firm hold, unaffected by fast or feast, 

I—2 
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upon the blessed revelation of a free pardon, 
of an unconditional propitiation, in the right- 
eousness of Jesus Christ, and in the blood of 
His Cross. 

And indeed, brethren, we have all enough 
to weep for, without shedding tears of mere 
pity. Is it right, is it safe, for us, not to think 
much and often of our own sins? If God 
casts our sins behind Him, remembers them 
no more, is there not the more reason that 
we should humble ourselves in the dust for 
them, first because of their double blackness, 
and next because of the mystery of the love 
which absolves ? 

Everything depends upon the side from 
which we approach our Lent. If we leave out 
of sight, for the time, the Gospel of forgive- 
ness; if we seek, during Lent, to%chosesime 
windows of the soul against the blessed life- 
giving light of the Day-spring of peace and 
promise, and to be alone with our guilt and 
our shame, till we have acquired a fitness for 
that joyful message which Easter shall bring 
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back to us—if this is our idea of Lent, it is 
so much time cut out of our Christian life, and 
spent in the intentional twilight of a low and 
unworthy condition. If, on the contrary, we 
approach repentance itself through faith; if 
we sorrow for sin most of all because we are 
forgiven; if we learn to see the sinfulness of 


our life by examining it in the light which 


streams from the Cross which we know to 
Ravesatoned for it; then, no time, no, part 
of the year, will be more deeply comforting : 
it will be a period of grave thought, of solemn 
study, of serious self-questioning and self- 
humbling, and on that very account it will 
make us grow apace in the knowledge of a 
Father and Saviour and Comforter, in whose 
light we see light, and in whose presence we 
enallbe better able,*if it please Him, to 
spend in holy love the remaining days of our 
life. The first breathings of repentance may 
precede faith; but repentance, full and deep, 
springs out of faith, and belongs only to 
those in whose hearts God kas shined to 
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give the light of the knowledge of flrs glory 
in the face of Fesus Christ. 

I have taken as our central thought for 
these special Services this year, the word 

MP EATION, 

I knew that it would find an echo in all 
hearts. It .is no fancy topic, to be tdeemea 
and bedizened by the skill and art of the 
preacher. It is practically, experimentally, 
terribly real. Young men in this Congrega- 
tion grow pale in heart as they ponder it 
Old men, partly from reminiscences of a far 
past, but partly too (if they have an ear to 
hear) from the experiences of to-day and of 
yesterday, confess that the subject comes 
home, with no less power, to them. And if 
they, with one foot in the grave—if the other, 
with so much of life before them—can be 
helped (is not that the use of preaching ?) in 
so resisting the devil as that he shall flee 
from them in future—alike and equally all 
shall bless God for having guided their wills 
and their steps towards this Temple Church, 
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to see what it has for them, at this season, of 
doctrine, of reproof. of correction, of educa- 
tion in righteousness, 

Instead of dealing theoretically with the 
subject of Temptation—dividing it logically, 
or discussing it theologically, with a know- 
ledge and a strength utterly inadequate to 
that treatment—I have proposed to set before 
you, in these Lectures, two examples—the 
two examples given us in Holy Scripture, the 
Old Testament and the New—of a Tempta- 
tion, thorough, systematic, plied with. utter- 
most ingenuity and uttermost strength of evil, 
addressed to the very human nature which is 
now, but with opposite results, opposite con- 
sequences too for the race—even as it is 
written, that, as dy one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin...so by the right- 
cousness of One the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. 

A thousand questions open themselves, 
on the right hand and on the left, when we 
frame the word Temptation; still more, when 
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we read the record of the first temptation in 
the third chapter of the Bible. It is part of 
our discipline here to dwell among mysteries: 
mysteries, I mean, in man’s sense; for a 
mystery in God’s sense is a secret told; 
the revelation of something once hidden ; 
that which St Peter calls the interpretation or 
solution of an enigma'. God’s mysteries are 
secrets told: few, perhaps, in comparison with 
His secrets untold; and leaving always a dark 
fringe or border of mystery in man’s sense, into 
which the lamp of Revelation can be held but 
a little way, or not held at all—for the trial 
of faith, for the exercise of a great patience. 

Thus the third chapter of Genesis, the 
Revelation of the Fall, tells something, and 
leaves much untold. 

In this respect it matters little whether we 
read it as a history or as an allegory; whether, 
I mean, we understand that the tempter took 
a serpents form, framed articulate speech, 
put questions, and received answers; that the 


} 2Pet. 120; 


25) The Temptation of Man. 9 


subject-matter was the fruit of a tree, possess- 
ing certain properties, and that the result of 
the transaction was expulsion from a beautiful 
garden into a sterile world outside; or whether 
we regard all this as the symbolical descrip- 
tion of a process more entirely spiritual, or, 
if not entirely spiritual, yet concerned with 
matters larger (as we speak) and more im- 
_portant than trees and gardens, and carried 
on in a region less local or less material than 
is suggested by the narrative of the Bible. 
Different interpreters have taken, from 
very early times, different views of these 
things. But upon certain points believing 
men can have no doubt—such as these: God 
made man upright: sin was not the original 
state: the condition in which we find ourselves 
is the result of a Fall: that Fall was, itself, 
not the origin of evil; it was the result of a 
suggestion, a persuasion, of evil; implying a 
suggester, a persuader, in other words a 
tempter, himself created upright and himself 
fallen. Thus we have one mystery, mystery in 
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man’s sense, left altogether on one side; not 
made a mystery in God’s sense: and that 
is, the origin of evil. It is wise, I believe, to 
let that question alone. We shall never ex- 
plain it: it can wait. But there is one thing 
that cannot wait; a right understanding of 
my personal condition as a fallen being—for 
humiliation, for admonition, yes (start not) for 
encouragement—for, if I am a fallen being, 
that very fact explains so much, explains the 
phenomena of my inner and outer life as 
nothing else can; warns me of danger, but also 
accounts to me for my infirmities, my pre- 
dispositions to evil, and reconciles me to the 
slow processes of sanctification; says to me, 
God deals with me as I am, knows my frame, 
remembers that I am dust, yet also knows 
whence I am fallen, and what are my capa- 
bilities for reconstruction and glory. 

And although we must not brand a man 
as an infidel, who allegorizes the Scripture 
record of the Fall, and sees a parabolical 
covering over the literal historical fact; we 
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may yet say that there is much to recom- 
mend to a calm and thoughtful enquirer a 
plainer and simpler treatment. What know 
we of the relation between the spirit world 
and the animal—between the physical and 
the spiritual in man himself—that we should 
presume to speak of possible and impossible 
as concerning the connection (if so it pleased 
God) between the fruit of a particular tree 
and the communication of knowledge or the 
perpetuation of life, or as to the use of a 
serpent form for the embodiment, the ap- 
feeac the speech of the tempter? The 
knowledge of our ignorance should at least 
check presumption in denying, should at least 
teach diffidence in the interpretation of re- 
cords professing to deal with times and with 
events absolutely out of the reach of experi- 
ence or calculation. 

How should either sin or salvation enter 
God’s world without what man calls miracle'? 


* See Havernick’s Jntroduction to the Pentateuch, 
Section xv. 4. (Clark’s Foreign Theological Library.) 
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The first sin was a breach of nature, a depar- 
ture from the natural order: was it to be 
expected that it could be committed by the 
mere operation of law, whether in mind or 
matter? It is no philosophy to demand this; 
no philosophy to accept the unnatural effect 
and refuse the supernatural cause. 

I read the record in faith and simplicity, 
and find in it nothing self-contradictory or 
incredible. The man, whom God has set at 
the head of His Creation, is endowed with 
everything requisite for enjoyment and wel- 
fare. The trees of the garden supply food 
for the sustenance of his life. The culture of 
his Paradise exercises his physical energies. 
The animal and vegetable kingdom furnishes » 
a field for the expansion of his intellect. The 
prohibition of the tree of knowledge gives a 
law for the training of his moral nature. The 
woman, given to be with him, draws out and 
cultivates the life of the affections'. Here 


' See Keil and Delitzsch, Biblical Commentary on the 
Old Testament, Genesis, chap. iii. (Clark’s Library.) 
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was room and scope for the developement 
of his being, in a region which only a so- 
phisticated sense makes us call ignoble or 
contracted. Earth and heaven for his study, 
work sufficient yet moderate for his exercise, 
God made real to him by definite law, life 
sustained by wholesome supplies, mind and 
heart satisfied with companionship, with con- 
verse, with love-—are not these the necessities 
of all being that is worth the name? shall we 
say that we have gained more, or lost, by 
the multiplication and (along with it) the 
dissipation of our interests? 

Into this life of calm restful salubrity 
enters, must enter, probation. The untried 
virtue is none. The free will must decide 
for itself, or liberty is a name and a delu- 
sion. Choice must be made—or man is not 
man—between obedience and independence. - 
A tempter approaches; approaches from the 
animal, the inferior creation—by that very 
sign made less persuasive, more resistible. 
Man knew that he was the lord of that 
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animal: to listen to the thing which he had 
named, was to do dishonour, at once, to his 
own sovereignty. Thus God, even then, 
would not suffer His creature ¢o be tempted 
above that he was able. He made, even 
then, a way withal to escape. The form of 
the tempter was God's note of warning. Not 
less, the fact of the articulate speech from a 
creature whom man knew to be differenced 
from himself by the lack of it. Here then 
was a second note of warning. Here was 
an intimation, clear and vocal, of some mys- 
terious but not doubtful danger. 

Behind that animal form screened itself 
a power higher at once and meaner. The 
history in Genesis explains not: for all that 
we read on this page, it might have been 
just the serpent, and no more. Later revela- 
tions give the key to it. The serpent is the 
tool of that evil spirit, of whom our Lord and 
His Apostles speak as the old serpent, called 
the devil, and Satan; as a murderer from the 
beginning; a liar and the father of it; as 
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beguiling Eve by his subtlety; transforming 
himself into an angel of light, that he may 
first deceive and then slay!. 

If the form, and if the voice, warned 
man of danger, how much more the word 
spoken ! 

What is this— 

Yea, hath God satd ? 

True, it is but a question; a question 
which may be (as it was) affirmatively an- 
swered: still there lurks in its very terms a 
suggestion of doubt: why ask me, Hath God 
said, unless it be that I may either doubt 
the fact or doubt the motive? 

My brethren, as in all else, so in this first 
particular, the temptation before us was the 
sample and specimen of all temptation. 

We see it in regard to truth; and we see 
it in regard to duty. 

1. There is a temptation, who can gain- 
say it? which touches truth. 

Who has not been asked, in these days, 


mora 44, 2 Cor. xi,..3, 14; Rev. xii. 
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who has not many times asked himself, con- 
cerning Revelation, concerning Inspiration, 
concerning the Bible, concerning the Gospel, 
Yea, hath God satd ? 

Such questioning may be lawful. God 
is not honoured by a blind taking on trust 
and taking for granted. God will be enquired 
of concerning His truth. God will have us 
ask, if we ask in a right spirit, Hath He satd? 
How shall I know that He hath said? What 
is the sign, what is the seal, of God’s Word ? 
Whereby shall I distinguish it from a thou- 
sand counterfeits, ‘or discern between ¢he spzrit 
of truth and the spirit of error ? And if, whether 
as regards the Volume of Scripture, or as re- 
gards one book, or one chapter, or one verse 
of the Bible, I find learned men and Christian 
men at issue, as to the genuineness or the 
authority or the sense of the thing written, 
how can I behave myself in the face of such 
disputings ? Must I not ask, and how shall I 
answer the question, Yea, hath God said ? 

Some men would answer, Doubt is sin. 


1. | The Temptation of Man. 17 


Expel the doubt, as you would a thief from 
your house, or a foul thought from your 
heart. The truth, the inspiration of the Bible 
is a primary fact, like the being of God Him- 
self, which to discuss is folly, which to doubt 
is sin, 3 

But how if I cannot ? How if the doubt 
will not go? How if it besets me in my — 
prayer and in my worship, and will not be 
put down? How if I feel that I dishonour 
God as much by crushing the reason which 
He has put within me, as by intruding it into 
a region in which you say He did not intend 
it to expatiate ? 

My brethren, a Clergyman’s life is much 
occupied with such troubles. Troubles they 
are; we will call them so. A man has his 
own difficulties too, and his office bids him 
entertain those of others. It is no sinecure, 
believe me, this Ministry! But we dare not, 
for peace sake, or for propriety’s sake, scem 
to cut short, or to put down, the difficulties 
of believing. We would say this rather :— 

V. 2 
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The question Vea, hath God sad? is an 
ambiguous question. Once the devil asked 
it. He may be asking it of you. If you are 
a man of loose life, willing to disbelieve be- 
cause the faith condemns you—or if you are_ 
a vain man, vain of your understanding, vain 
of appreciating an objection, vain of originat- 
ing or repeating a scoff or sneer at religion— 
there is no doubt about it. The serpent said 
once unto the woman, the devil says again to 
the man, Yea, hath God satd ? 

But, if you are an honest man—or, since 
that is an ambiguous phrase, if you are in 
earnest in the concerns of your soul, if you 
pray, if you are bent upon serving God and 
only perplexed as to the way—then we dare 
not bid you to stifle your doubt. Perhaps God 
raised that question in you, that you might 
be made more serious, that you might feel 
more deeply the importance of being right, 
that you might become not a Christian by 
hearsay, but a Christian by conviction. And 
therefore our counsel will be, Pray to God 
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over your doubt: get all the help you can 
from books and from men; only, only—mark 
the words—take heed that your doubt sever 
you not from God, the living God: let it 
bring you to Him, for light, for help, for 
counsel—is He not called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, as well as the Mighty God? let it 
keep you near Him, trembling lest He should 
not be, or not be that which He is—and then 
your doubt is no sin: I say it most earnestly, 
your doubting may be of God—may be, to 
you, a very means of grace. 
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have belteved. 

2. But suppose your question—the ques- 
tion put to you, I mean—is not about truth 
but about conduct. The. time is short, let 
me go to the point at once. 

There is something which you would like 
to do. 

We will speak plainly—there is some sin 
which you would like to commit. 

God has said, 7hou shalt not; and the 


a2 
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devil comes and says, Hath God satd? which 
means, on those serpent lips, Are you quite 
sure? could not you get over it? could not 
you put a gloss upon it? perhaps God did 
not say it exactly for you: perhaps yours is 
an excepted case: look at the words again— 
Thou shalt not touch zt—well, perhaps you 
may just imagine it, fancy it—perhaps you 
may think it, do it in your heart, go over it 
in your memory, go to the edge and verge of 
it—there can be no harm in that? Yes— 
your friend calls for you, and will not under- 
stand your not going: you may even do him 
harm by your excessive strictness: Yea, hath 
God said? think again—surely God did not 
say quite that, or not to you? Or else—for 
there is another form of the same question— 
Was it not hard, stern, cruel, unjust, to say 
it? did God quite know your temper, tem- 
perament, temptation ? did He think of your 
hot passionate nature, did He think of your 
cold phlegmatic disposition, when He wrote 
those words, Do, or, Do not? © 
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Brethren, this pondering of the question 
is the beginning of temptation: nay, it is the 
proof that the temptation is taking effect. 
The woman said in answer, God hath satd ; 
yet her condescending to answer at all was 
the proof that she had yielded in her heart. 

Who invented that saying, which men 
think so wise, Second thoughts are best? It 
may be so in worldly matters, where the 
question is of prudence: and it may be so 
in some heavenly matters, where the ques- 
tion is of temper, of calmness, of meekness 
of wisdom: certainly it is not true in matters 
of conscience. There is nothing there, like 
the first thought—that instinctive answer of 
the soul, It is wrong, it is sinful—easily over- 
borne, easily changed into the opposite voice, 
as it was with Balaam, God has given leave ; 
yet, for all that, God went out to withstand 
him. 

Ponder not, parley not, over questions 
of rightand wrong. Ask not, ath God said? 
when you know He has. If you do, the 
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chances are that a lying voice will take up 
the answer, and say in your heart, Not so— 
God would have you please yourself—God | 
doth know that the other thing is best for 
you. And yet it will be a lie! 

The word is spoken for this evening— 
in how much weakness! We will pursue the 
subject, God helping us, another evening. 

May He bless the word already spoken! 
May He help some of His children to 
hear the first voice, in matters of duty, and 
not to wait for the second! They are sure of 
the first, God hath said; they can never be 
sure of the second, God hath unsaid. Nay, 
they will know that voice: it is the enemy's— 
it is the hissing of the serpent—it is not the 
sweet loving voice of Him who said once 
for all, Come unto me, ye that labour—TI will 
give you rest. 


ASH WEDNESDAY, 
february 14, 1872. 
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Di 


GENESIS III. 4, 5. 
Ye shall not surely die...... Ye shall be as gods. 


Son, vemember, is the admonition address- 
ed in Hades, across the great gulf fixed, 
to a once rich man, now dead and buried, 
and conscious, too late, of the ruinous mis- 
take of a misspent life. The same word, 
Remember, is the admonition addressed. 
from Heaven, to a Church which had /e/¢ 
her first love, and which must now exer- 
cise memory upon a spiritual past fallen 
from, ere that fatal edict of un-churching go 
forth against her, from which there is no 
footstep backward towards repentance and 
life. 
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Who can doubt that memory held a for- 
midable yet salutary office in the heart and 
in the house of the first human transgressor ? 

How must the scene itself, in every 
feature and in every circumstance, have 
been burnt in, as in letters of fire, upon 
the conscience and upon the soul ! 

For once, it is likely, tradition, apart from 
new revelation, kept its record faithfully. 
Can you not imagine that to each new comer 
into a world, dark utterly now but for one 
ray of promise, there would be confided, by | 
the first father, who knew and could not 
forget, that terrific family secret, which had 
in it the explanation of everything save just 
the primary origination of evil? What educa- 
tion could ever equal, in its thrilling interest, 
in its monitory power, in its high yet preca- 
rious hope, the communication of that one 
momentous transaction which had forfeited 
Paradise and opened hell? 

Well may we believe that from Adam to 
Seth, and from Seth to Enos, and from Enos 
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to Cainan, and down by successive steps to 
Enoch, to Methuselah, to Noah—and on and 
on, yet again, from Noah to Shem, and from 
Shem to Abraham, and from Abraham to 
Moses—there passed along, without writing, 
with a fidelity guaranteed by its importance, 
the history of that first temptation which 
brought sin into man’s world, and death by 
sin; accounting for everything seen, and en- 
shrining the one, one treasure of an inde- 
structible hope. Thus, ina form, the simplest, 
the most absolutely true, the least encumber- 
ed with argument and with speculation, doo 
wonderful and excellent for sin-spoilt facul- 
ties, there came down to us, it may be, con- 
trolled rather than originated by direct In- 
Spiration, that deep mystery to which we are 
devoting the special weekly meditations of 
this solemn season—the mystery of our Fall 
in Adam, the mystery of. our rising again 
in Christ. 

We are reading the record in its most 
practical, least speculative aspect, as the sam- 
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ple and specimen of all temptation. Indeed, 
in so reading it, we are laying the surest 
foundation for faith in its veracity. If the 
account in Genesis of man’s first temptation 
corresponds to, and is of one texture and 
colour with man’s daily and hourly tempta- 
tions, as they are acted over and over again, 
in the cities and towns, the palaces and 
cottages, the streets and lanes, the shops 
and lodging-houses, the chambers and hearts 
of this nineteenth century, insomuch that the 
words, Zhou art the man, ring in our ears 
as we read, and bring back upon us wicked 
deeds of School and College, wicked thoughts 
which beset us still, in work and sleep, in 
Prayer and Communion, when we not only 
know better but have actually set our faces 
and our steps Zionwards—if all this be so, 
does it not turn for a testimony to the truth 
of this history, upon which sceptics and infi- 
dels are never weary of casting their taunts 
and their scoffs and their blasphemies ? 

We have said a word or two upon the 
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preliminary topics, and have touched already 
the opening question-—the opening question 
in every temptation— Vea, hath God said ? 
We treated it in its bearing upon two 
things—upon truth, and upon duty. We saw 
how, in reference to the former, it has a right 
use and a wrong; right, if it brings us in 
humility and earnestness to enquire con- 
cerning God’s truth in God’s presence; 
wrong, if it makes us first leave God and 
then ask about Him; if it begins by sever- 
ing us from Him who is our Life, and sending 
us into some far desolate region of science 
or conjecture, to shape for ourselves a new 
Deity, a new Presence, more congenial to 
the imaginations of a self-reliant, self-en- 
amoured, and therefore assuredly self-igno- 
rant intellect. We saw, lastly, how in refer- 
ence to questions of duty, first thoughts are 
best: a conscience, upon which Christian truth 
has shone from infancy, can only in rare 
cases have any difficulty in seeing what is 
right; whereas the dwelling upon an action 
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felt instinctively to be wrong, in the hope 
of getting leave from God to do it, can 
end in nothing but deception, darkness, and 
sin. 

This is the beginning of all temptation. 
The mind is invited to ponder the question, 
flath God said? And pondering is yielding. 
It is not uncommon to consult a friend upon 
some alternative of conduct. Is it wrong 
to do this? I wish to do nothing sinful. 
But, if I could see my way to such a com- 
pliance, to such a compromise, to such a 
modification, it would no doubt be a pleasure, 
and not only to me...And then, 1fimaepae 
the advice be adverse—and no one knows, 
without trial, how strong is the temptation to 
the person consulted to prophesy smooth things 
—if the advice be adverse, how ready is the 
transition from questioning to complaining, 
from asking whether God has really spoken, 
to asking whether infinite wisdom, whether 
infinite love, would have spoken thus to the 
thing made. Lord, I knew thee that thou art 
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an hard man, is a bitter censure and satire 
upon the edict which yet we obey. 

Nevertheless there may be no faltering, 
peme ek in the terms. of the reply. '.: The 
tempted Eve is explicit in her rejoinder; God 
hath said, of this particular tree, Ye shall not 
eat of 2: she even adds to the stringency—in 
that sort of half querulous, half self-mistrusting 
spirit which is often observable in persons on 
the point of yielding—zecther shall ye touch tt, 
lest ye ave. 

Ah! the yielding was in the discussing. 
She invites persuasion. She draws on the 
tempter. The very positiveness of her tone 
encourages him. She should have fled from 
that unnatural voice—from that thing, if not 
yet reptile—that creature, her subject and her 
lord’s, which presumes to address her at all 
in articulate speech—how much more, to ques- 
tion her concerning her relationship to God 
and duty! 

How often, my brethren, comes the first 
whisper of temptation from a thing, not from 
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a person! ‘That wine in the cup, that book 
on the shelf, that police-report in the news- 
paper—it, it was the tempter. The tempter 
saw his advantage, and he pressed it by two 
new arguments, which the text shall unfold. 

_ The serpent says, Yea, hath God said? 
And the tempted soul answers, Yea, God hath 
satd—that, and something more. 

Then the serpent rejoins, Ye shall not 
surely de. On the contrary, God knows this 
and that, which makes the threat idle. 

And so doubt, which was the first stage, 
has led on to unbelief, bald and bare and 
naked, the second. 

1. Unbeltef. | pray you to see what unbelief 
is. Scripture has only one word for undelief 
and disobedience, for farthful and believing. 

It is a great lesson. 

It shows us, of itself, how little at variance, 
really, are St Paul and St James. 

St Paul knew that belief is always obedi- 
ence. St Paul did not call that de/zef, which 


would not stir, would not rise, would not 
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walk and run, because of believing. A man 
on the topmost story of a burning house, 
awakened by the tidings of fire, refuses to 
descend the staircase or the ladder still safe 
from the flames : is it anything but a mockery 
to call that man’s state of mind belief? But 
St James found some who did call it so, 
and made St Paul’s saving faith an idle worth- 
less assent. Therefore St James said, Fazth 
without works ts dead, being alone; nay, said 
that faith is but the body, of which work is 
the breath. Was there any conflict between 
the two inspired men ? 

We, my brethren, are more apt than we 
suppose to use the word /az¢h of the half 
thing—the assent, rather than the conviction. 
We call a man an unbeliever who doubts 
some numeral or some genealogy, some 
name or some date, in the Old Testament ; 
who is not positive as to the authorship of a 
particular book, or the genuineness of a par- 
ticular chapter: and of another man, who will 
pronounce our Shibboleth of canonicity or 
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orthodoxy, but whose spirit 1s bitter, and 
whose conduct is inconsistent—in other words, 
whose faith will not work—we gently say that, 
while we regret his errors, yet we cannot 
doubt the safety of a faith so sound, so un- 
impeachable. 

Let the subject now before us teach a 
truer lesson. 

Unbelief, as God sees it, has far more to 
do with action than with opinion. 

The tempted one was quite orthodox. She 
could maintain the right doctrine concern- 
ing the forbidden tree: she could even ex- 
aggerate a little the stringency of the pro- 
hibition. Nevertheless she was no believer. 
She was ripe, at that moment, the serpent 
saw it, for the bold defiance, Ye shall not 
surely die. Vhe very orthodoxy was the risk. 
One so clear, doctrinally, as to the right and 
the wrong, how could she be in any danger 
of practical disobedience? How does every 
particle of the history teem with graphic, 
with life-like resemblances ! 
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Ye shall not surely dee. 

There is a moment in every temptation 
when it behoves the tempter to be cautious. 
And there is a moment in every temptation 
when he sees it safe to be bold. If he can 
once gain the attention ; if there is not present 
what God calls faith—that is, a sight of the 
Invisible One, a consciousness (as St Peter 
says) of God Himself! as the alone good and 
true and real and lovely; if this be wanting— 
and it is wanting wherever there is so much 
as an entering into discussion with the ser- 
pent—then it is only needful not to alarm: 
give the victim time, and he must be taken: 
raise a doubt, and let him so much as ponder 
it, then he is yours; then you can scarcely 
be too quick or too defiant in your second 
suggestion, which is no less than this, God 
is a liar; He utters many a sonorous threat 
which He knows to be meaningless; when He 
appends a sanction to one of His laws, He is 
but reckoning on your credulity; do the thing: 
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forbidden, and dare Him to make the word 
good. . 

Now, my brethren, stated in this way, 
and in a Church, and at a moment when sin 
is far off, and good thoughts are awake and 
alive in all hearts, the description may sound 
exaggerated as well as shocking. But I will 
ask one of you, who has ever committed a 
known sin—and remember, there are sins of 
word and of thought, known sins, as well as 
of action—to go back in memory to the time 
of sinning, and to recall the process—it may 
have been momentary—it commonly is so in 
the case of sinful speech or sinful imagina- 
tion—by which he reached the sin; and I 
know that he will echo my word when I say 
that there was a point just before the sin at 
which unbelief was in possession of him— 
L shall not surely die; nothing, or nothing 
serious, certainly nothing fatal, will come of 
this sin: many things are said in the Bible, 
and in religious books, merely as deterrents ; 
merely to warn us off dangerous ground, 
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coloured statements, fales of Mittle meaning 
though the words are strong: nay, the very 
chapter before us is an example of this; for 
was it not said, lz the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt die, and did not Adam 
live hundreds of years afterwards before he 
returned to his dust? I will risk this one 
small transgression—every transgression is 
small, in near prospect—God will not be 
extreme to mark; nay, God Himself, if He 
be God, knows that this thing is pleasant ; 
knows that it can disarrange nothing, dislo- 
cate nothing, in His great universe— | 
Lhe serpent sard unto the woman, Ye shall not 
surely de. 

This, this is unbelief. It is present in the 
sinning of each single sin. All the sins that 
will be committed tonight in this mighty city 
will be a reacting of the first transgression : 
each separate sinner will say just as he sins 
the particular sin, Let the Bible say what it 
may, I shall not surely die! | 

Brethren, how important then for each 
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one of us—seeing that we are utterly impo- 
tent in the hands of ¢he strong man armed, 
if we once fall into them—how important 
that we should be living a life of faith! in 
other words, that ¢he One stronger than the 
strong one should be before us, should be 
beside us, should be within us, all the day 
long, so that, when the tempter comes, he 
may Aave nothing ready for him in us}; but, on 
the contrary, may find the fortress held and 
kept against him by that one only Divine, 
Omnipotent, Eternal One, who vanquished 
him, once, twice, thrice, in the body, in the 
wilderness, in Gethsemane, on Calvary; who 
vanquishes him still, a thousand times in each 
hour and each moment of all these centuries, 
in the souls of them that believe! 

2..-There is yet one other step aiaaae 
process of the first temptation: first doubt, 
then unbelief, last pride; in the particular 
form of independence—an independence to 


be reached through knowledge. God doth 
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know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil, 

There had been one prohibition, one limit- 
ation—in other words, one memento of sub- 
jection, one test of obedience—without which 
the discipline of the moral nature would have 
been incomplete. The self-will must have 
one definite bound set to it, or the mighty 
question of obedience cannot be brought to 
issue. J was alive without a law once, St 
Paul writes, in that keen analysis of human 
nature which he gives in the seventh chapter 
of his great Epistle to the Romans; dut when 
the commandment came, sin revived, and I 
died. Where no law ts, there 1s no trans- 
gression: only by a law ws the knowledge of 
sim. Sin is the reign of the self-will on the 
throne of God in the heart. Sin may be—the 
self-will may in fact rule—where there is no 
law. But its rule is. not discoverable till 
another will speaks, which conflicts with the 
self-will, and demands its submission. Even 
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in Paradise, therefore, God spoke inlaw. He 
placed a limit upon the self-will; and that 
limit, as the history seems to tell, lay in the 
region of knowledge. If the self-will is to 
assert itself, it must be by breaking that re- 
striction which is described as lying upon the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

All is mysterious here, to speculation : 
there is a limit upon us too in this field: 
apply it, and all is clear instantly. 

God has laid us under a discipline of law, 
trying to the self-will. St Paul’s hypothesis, - 
of a man without law, if it was ever more 
than hypothetical, certainly has but a com- 
parative truth for any in the time now present. 
More or less conscious men may be, accord- 
ing to country and circumstance, of the con- 
straint and contradiction of duty: perhaps it 
was of this consciousness that St Paul chiefly 
thought when he ¢rausferred the matter 27 
figure to himself, Nithout law absolutely 
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no man was; St Paul himself argues that 
conscience is law, without Revelation! 

This discipline of law, in early years most 
conspicuously, is in large part a restriction 
upon the knowledge of evil. How many 
trace their ruin to a disobedient tasting of the 
tree of knowledge! To how many millions 
of young men has the history of Genesis been 
a parable of life! How often, all along these 
ages, has there been a fresh stretching out of 
the hand to pluck the fruit of guilty, of pre- 
cocious intelligence! The history of our 
Schools, public and private—of our most 
guarded, most protected, most preserved, 
- most evangelical homes—has been full of it. 
Yes, it is through knowledge first of all that 
we reach the will, the choice of sinning. 

And now see the temptation in its matur- 
ity, in its victory. 

Ye shall be as gods—irresistible motive— 
knowimg good and evil. How often does 
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ignorance suggest some idea, utterly untrue, 
of the peculiar felicity of a class, of a life, out 
of its reach! Poverty, asked to paint wealth, 
nobility, princedom, royalty, imagines some 
characteristic of each which is absolutely 
ludicrous to the man who knows. Even so, 
when the tempter would depict Deity to the 
mind’s eye of the creature, he fastens upon 
that very characteristic which to the truly de- 
vout is the least exalted of attributes. And 
yet, brethren, the tempter knew his ground. 
He knew the resistless force, he had tried 
it in himself, of that Ye shall be as gods. By 
that sin fell the angels: by that sin fell the 
innocent ignorant in Paradise: by that sin 
fall, day by day, the ignorant not innocent, in 
our streets and in our homes: they would de 
ws gods. | 

Yes, the thought of independence is dear 
dy nature to all of us. We stay not to ask what 
independence, independence of whom, or how 
gained. We would be as gods, Oh the thral- 
dom of being what St Paul would call sdaves ¢o 
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vighteousness'! Oh the thraldom of this Zhoz 
shalt and Thou shalt not; of this subjugation 
to duty, of this attendance on worship, of this 
endless, ceaseless, wearisome round of duties! 
Oh that I were as God—free from restraint, 
unbounded in choice and action; infinite, at 
least unrestrained, in knowledge alike of good 
_and evil! ade 

We can understand, all of us—have not 
most of us known, at some time or other of 
our lives—this thirst, this lust of freedom ? of 
freedom as man interprets it—of liberty to 
do the volitions (as St Paul speaks again) 
of the flesh and of the mind?? Yes, it is a 
strong passion to which the serpent appealed, 
when he said, Break God’s law, and ye shall 
be as gods. 

How often has the thought come to us, 
disguised less or more, Let me pluck this 
fruit, and so rid myself of my bondage! The 
child, the servant, the scholar, has felt it as a 
motive for shaking off the yoke of a direct 
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law of duty. But has not also the young 
man, and the grown man, and the old man, 
felt it too, as a motive for kicking against the 
goad of religious custom, of received opinion, 
of Church authority, of Scripture teaching, of 
conscientious conduct? Who has not said, 
Let me break but this one fetter, and I shall 
be free—I shall be at last a man? 

Let us bless God, with all our hearts, 
for every restraint, inward or outward, where- 
by He has made sin difficult! for every 
parent’s, sister's, brother’s, friend’s affection, 
which we should wound and lacerate by trans- 
gression! for every good rule and maxim 
which public opinion has borrowed from 
Christ's Gospel, and uses now to coerce 
and to keep within bounds Christ's nomi- 
nal, Christ’s half-hearted people! for every 
pricking of conscience, for: every striving of 
the Holy Spirit, whereby God makes His 
own presence present in the souls which He 
has made, and which must go back to Him 
for judgment! - 
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Let it be no pleasure to us to be told, 
Ye shall be as gods. Rather let us say, It 
is enough for me that I be as God—that I be 
perfect (with reverence be it spoken, in the 
words of Christ) as my Father which is in 
heaven ts perfect'—that I be at last made pure 
in heart, so that I may see and be with God! 
This is my independence—an independence of 
sin and vice and ungodliness, of the tempter’s 
power and the refractory selfwill! Enough, if 
in the end I be admitted into that sunlit, 
that cloudless Heaven, where His servants 
at last shall serve Him, shall see His face, 
and bear Flis name in ther forcheads ! 
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SECOND WEDNESDAY IN LENT, 
february 21, 1872. 


THE TWO GREAT‘ TEMPTATIONS 
oC. 


BE 
GENESIS Ill. 24. 
So fe drove out the maz. 


A GREAT “subject 1s -before* us, “Like weae 
God’s mysteries, it is at once a light and a 
darkness; a light to Israel, a darkness to 
Egypt; a light of explanation, of direction, 
of hope, to the devout, the enquiring, and the 
believing; a cloud and a mist and a thick 
darkness, to all such as would set intellect 
against faith, and sow discord between Reason, 
which is man’s ear, and Revelation, which is 
God’s voice. 

We observe two opposite tendencies in 
man’s dealing with the Fall. 
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There is a tendency to exaggerate the 
first sin. We say, Placed.as man was, and 
circumstanced as man was; having all that 
heart could wish, and all direct and lately 
from God himself; hearing God say, Zhou 
shalt not cat of zt, and himself knowing God's 
love, and dwelling in God’s presence, as no 
one of his children ever knew or ever dwelt ; 
there must have been some peculiar distor- 
tion and derangement of the faculties and the 
affections, to account for a being, thus gifted 
and thus privileged, committing so flagrant, 
so criminal an outrage upon the law of his 
Benefactor and his Friend. Thus we place 
ourselves altogether out of reach of the reve- 
lation of the Fall as an admonition. He who 
counts it monstrous for the first-created to 
sin, cannot regard the sin itself as bearing at 
all upon him as a signal or beacon of dehor- 
tation. 

This is a common tendency. We accept 
the Fall as a fact, we do not apply it as a 
warning. 
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Yet surely the thought of the barriers 
erected against the first sin—in perfect happi- 
ness, in satisfied desire, in conscious depend- 
ence, in explicit precept, in loving commu- 
nion—ought to operate otherwise; ought to 
make us say, Evil must be very powerful, 
temptation must be very formidable, if it 
could thus suddenly, thus in a moment, shake 
stability, sully innocence, undermine upright- 
ness, overthrow virtue: if our first parent fell, 
possessing all these, where shall he appear 
who has none of them ? 

The other tendency is, to disparage and 
make lightof the first sin: to Sayjegiaas 
strange, it is hard, it is incredible, that, for 
one small, smallest breach of the strict letter 
of a childish enactment, there should have 
come into God’s world all the evils, physical, 
social, moral, which I now groan under, 
and which are bearing down thousands and 
millions of immortal men to honourless, 
nameless, hopeless graves. I never can be- 
lieve that for such a sin such penalties would 
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be imposed-—and not upon the sinner only— 
penalties so terrible, so promiscuous, so ut- 
terly disproportionate. Hence all manner of 
doubts, suspicions, hard thoughts of God, dis- 
beliefs and rejections of the Word written, 
vain confidences in self, and unwarranted 
trusts concerning the world unseen. 

Between these two errors, of aggravation 
and disparagement, we have to make and 
keep our way—neither flattering our own 
self-love, nor charging God foolishly. 

Our topics to-night are many, and the 
time is short. I ask your attentive hear- 
ing—I would pray for our common, our 
mutual profiting. 

Nie) Have reached. the ¢dge and brink 
and margin of sinning; led to it by three 
guides, Speculation, Unbelief, Independence. 
(1) Yea, hath God satd? (2) Ye shall not 
surely dte. (3) Ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. | | 

The deed is done—what ill deed has not 
been done, through these sixty centuries, 
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under the same direction? We are read- 
ing no antiquarian, no old-world story, but 
a narrative which has at least this mark 
of God’s truth upon it, that it presents the 
epitome, and the analysis too, of all sins ever 
done upon God’s earth—marks the steps of 
all as God sees them, and shows us by what 
signs, exactly, we may detect, for ourselves, 
the approach of evil. 

And now to-night we are to speak of 
consequences, | 

Terrible word! 

As in sunlight the shadow dogs the sub- 
stance, and will not be divorced from it, so 
does consequence cling to action, and our sz 
(as it is sternly written in Scripture) w2// surely 
find us out. 

Comment must be brief; for the page is 
crowded—written, like the Prophet’s roll, as 
it were before and behind, with lamentation 
and mourning and woe. 

(t) The first consequence is cozfagzon. 

Strange, that no one can ever sin alone! 
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You might think that this disease, this un- 
sightly hideous leprosy, which sin is to the 
sinner the moment it is done, would hasten 
away to lock itself up in some secret den 
where it might be by itself; that it would, 
even out of common humanity, warn others 
off, covering its lip as in mourning, and herald- 
ing its own approach by the piteous, doleful 
leper’s cry, Unclean, unclean ! 

It is not so. The woman has yielded; 
has seez, with that illusory sight which is 
the self-blindness, that the tree zs good for 
food, 7s pleasant to the eyes, is a tree destrable. 
to make one wise; she has touched, and 
handled, and tasted, and eaten—and now her 
husband must eat with her: not because she 
hates, or because she grudges him his safe 
innocence, or because she would people her 
new solitude with companions, or because she 
foresaw indeed at all the desolation on which 
she is entering: rather out of love—that 
love falsely so called, which values another’s 
indulgence, another’s fleeting, momentary 
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pleasure, more than that other's secure posses- 
sion of God’s home and God’s heaven and: 
God’s love for ever. Therefore she gave. 
And now why did he eat? ! 
He had not gone through the processes 
of questioning and doubting, of denying and 
self-vaunting: he had not, strictly speak- 
ing, been tempted; was not yet compromised 
by giving the hand to the lying, seducing, 
murdering spirit : can we at all see the motive 
of his disobedience who (as St Paul writes) 
was not deceived, Was not yet zz the trans- 
gression’ ? | Pk 
Yes, my brethren, we seem to see this 
as clearly as the other. It too was of love— 
that spurious love, I mean, which, simulating 
the speech of a heroic self-devotion, will go 
with another to prison or to death—all the 
more readily, if that prison be an unrealized 
Hades, if that.death be invisible and eternal— 
if, in other words, the peril dared be not 
bodily but spiritual; the peril, not of standing 
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next week or next year before an earthly 
tribunal, but of standing, in disembodied 
shadow, in some remote (perhaps imaginary) 
‘futurity, at the judgment-seat of Jesus Christ! 
‘Men are brave, in these matters, just in 
proportion, oftentimes, as they crouch and 
crawl and grovel before the word or the look 
of a man that shall die. | 
So then it is love here again Bilt pre- 
vails,. The voice of the serpent is not in 
his outward ear, but the sweet soft voice 
of woman is in the ear of his heart. She, 
peradventure, has erred, has done amiss, has 
dealt wickedly : none the less is she his com- 
panion, his friend, his wife: none the less 
must she be helped: through her danger, or 
solaced in it by his presence, his hand, his 
smile: so love bids—and he, tempted by love, 
prefers the voice of the creature to the voice 
of the Creator, and sins that “prerogative” 
sin which thousands and tens of thousands of 
his children shall sin once and again after 
him, | we 
7 pas 
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Very real, very lifelike, thus far, is the 
record, Which of us does not feel that the 
mind which conceived and the hand which 
wrote were well instructed in that mystery of 
mysteries, which is the heart of mankind? 
If love often tempts, how often is love also 
tempted—does the thing asked of it, that it 
may at least share the consequences! You 
will say, It is a generous, a noble impulse, 
And if we were free to ignore duty, free to 
shut out God, we might echo the saying. As 
it is, we say rather, See how even the good, 
the noble, the beautiful thing may be seized 
and spoilt by the base! See how sin every 
day does that worst of all things, which, 
even to a proverb, is ¢he corruption of the 
best! Learn how great the need of being 
ever armed and watching, if even that divine 
affection which should be for our good can be 
made thus easily the occasion of falling. 

(2) And now the transgression of the one 
has become (substantially) the transgression 
of the two, and the streams of consequence 
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unite, and we must follow them as one into 
the ocean of our present social and personal 
life. | | 

set therefore next in order the loss of 
that blessed blindness which was the cha- 
racteristic of Paradise; the entrance in its 
place of that downcast, down-looking shame, 
which forbids, and ought to forbid, the con- 
_ taminated and sin-blighted creature to move 
quite freely in a world of sight and. sense. 
They were promised knowledge, and they , 
have it; independence, and they have it; 
deification (in the devil’s sense), and they have 
it: their eyes are opened to the knowledge 
of evil, and it is to make them see that they 
are naked. 

It is thus, brethren, that the tempter 
oftentimes keeps his word of promtse to the 
car, and breaks it to the sense. Wow often 
have we lusted after some forbidden thing, 
sought it as for our life—grasped it, and 
_ found it, like the fabled apple of Sodom, fair 
to the eye, ashes to the taste! Yes, they had 
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their knowledge, and it was the knowledge of 
the self-nakedness: it was confusion—in one 
word, it was shame. 4 

Even now, brethren, it is sin which bine 
shame. Shame is in the world—but shame ts 
not in the man, till there is sin, till there is at 
least the knowledge of evil. The innocent 
child, innocent even as we now count in- 
nocence, has no shame. He has even to be 
schooled into it, for the sake of others, for 
the sake of his own future. For even this 
quality of the fallen being has, in the fallen 
being, its use and its virtue: under the 
educating hand of Christ and the Gospel, that 
which were else the culprit, felon shame, may 
be cultured and disciplined into. the femi- 
nine, virgin modesty. Christ came, in all 
things, to hallow, not to destroy—not to 
ignore the darkness, but to cast upon it, in 
each corner and crevice, the pee 222 
light of good. 

Such was the new shame, in each other's 
sight, and in theirown. — - gene 
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But there is a third and higher relation: 
ship, into which the law of consequencé 
enters. , | 
There is One, whose name has been 
much named in this converse and parley with 
the wicked one, and who now first enters, to 
speak, to hear, and to judge. 

There is shame also towards Him. The 
guilty creature pretends to call it modesty. 
LI was afraid, because [ was naked. But God 
sees, in that very modesty—so used and so 
abused, to keep back the thing made from the 
blessed converse and companionship of the 
Creator—a sign, not of grace, but of sin. 
Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
thou eaten of the tree, whereof [ commanded 
thee that thou shouldest not eat ? ? | 

Brethren, I need not moralize to any 
one this particular of the Fall, What is it 
which draws the thickest veil between the soul 
and its God? What is it which makes each 
one of us, when night approaches, postpone 
from moment to moment, till sleep forbids it, 
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the task and the toil of holy reading, holy 
thought, holy prayer? Is it not the con- 
sciousness of something done or left undone, 
in the hours of that day or yesterday—some 
word spoken, some evil temper indulged, 
some inordinate affection clung to, some angry 
feeling harboured, some ungodly desire che- 
rished—-which can neither be brought with us 
into God’s presence, nor yet left out of men- 
tion as though it were not? That is the 
shame, in Adam’s children, which kept Adam 
from going forth, with glad heart as afore- 
time, to meet his Friend and his Benefactor, 
when he heard the sound of the wonted foot- 
step at the calm solemn hour of approaching 
darkness. JL heard Thy voice tn the garden... 
and [was afraid...and I hid myself. 

Beware, brethren, above. all things, of 
that self-hiding, of that spurious humility 
which ventures not into God’s presence. We 
have cause to be humble, in His presence 
and in that of our fellows; for they, if they 
knew us quite as we are, would hunt us from 
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among them, and He who alone knoweth all 
things is the alone Merciful. Let us not so 
misplace and misuse humility, as to make it a 
barrier between Himand us, Whither shall 
we betake ourselves for a pity or for a love 
stronger, mightier, vaster than that from which 
we hide ourselves for our very want of it ? 
Shame breathes itself ever in excuses. I 
will not trace, tonight—for I hurry to a con- 
clusion—that winding, circuitous stream, which 
flows out of the garden of Eden, and from 
thence parts itself not into four!, but into four 
and fourscore thousand, heads. The man, 
arraigned by his God, excuses himself by his 
circumstances—cares not if he retorts upon 
God himself in doing so. Zhe woman whom 
Thou gavest to be with me. Yes, when we 
find ourselves summoned forth by the all- 
penetrating Voice, which asks, Where art 
thou? when we are enquired of, and must 
answer, concerning the hiding, and the fear, 
and the shame, and the self-knowledge, which 
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has separated between us and our God; 
how fertile, how. exhaustless, is that manifold; 
that multiform plea, circumstance! home and 
school, parent and master, friend and brother, 
wife and child—yes, other things too, temper 
and temperament, disposition and tendency, 
things absolutely of God’s gift—trying, daunt- 
ing, soliciting, seducing companionships, over 
which God might be expected to exercise at 
least a controlling influence—who has not in 
his heart, who has not by inference and im- 
plication, thus, in some form, pleaded as it 
were God against God—saying, She, he, whom 
Thou gavest to be with me—that which Thou 
didst implant in me, or at least suffer to be 
near, beside, around me—that was the cause 
of my error, of my fault, of my misdoing, of 
my sin? 

(3) We have spoken of the contagion; 
we have spoken of the shame and the ex- 
cuses: we dare not leave it here. We would 
say a word—not in detail, but in general— 
upon the sentences, | . 
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The excuses have led back, have led up, 
to the tempter. And here one thing is evi- 
dent. The form of the sentence is against the 
serpent!—it shall crawl, it shall grovel, dust 
shall mix with its food, there shall be an 
antipathy between it and mankind, a perpetual 
feud, a mutual, an antagonist, crushing, of 
the exposed heel and of the prostrate head; 
in memory of the shape and figure of the 
original temptation, of the use made of the 
animal serpent by the real foe and fiend. 

But no reverent, certainly no believing 
person can suppose that the formal sentence 
is the whole of it. Antipathies between man 
and reptile can have no prominent, certainly 
no predominant place in a chapter which 
contains the record of the first sin. The real 
curse is upon the spirit-tempter. In this 
light alone can we read the prediction of 
the 65th chapter of the Prophet Isaiah, 
where, in the grand reconciliation and pacifi- 
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cation of the future, the serpent alone is 
excepted!: Dust shall still de the serpent’s 
meat—why? because the serpent is still, 
as in the New Testament always, the type 
and title of the devil who once used him, 
and concerning whom, in reality, these three 
words are written—lI pray you to mark them— 
as though God would declare Himself thus 
early, thus decisively, to be on man’s side in 
the mighty world-long conflict with evil— 

Thy presumption shall be degradation‘. 

Thy sympathy shall be hostility”, © 

Thy victory shall be ruin, 

Thou hast set thyself.up above God's 
rational creature—therefore upon thy belly shalt 
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat, all the days of 
thy life. Yes, evil may vaunt itself, evil does 
vaunt itself, on God’s earth: sometimes it 
seems as though it would carry out its proud 
threat, by vanquishing and exterminating 
good: nevertheless the word of God stand- 
eth sure—evil is a grovelling, skulking, dust- 
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eating thing, for all its boasts: one day it 
shall be seen to be, that which already it is, a 
paltry contemptible rival of the other thing 
which too often lets itself be overborne, 
Again, thy sympathy shall be hostility, 
For a moment, man has taken thee, evil, to be 
his good, For a moment, thou hast allied 
thyself with him: thou hast pretended thyself 
his friend against the living loving God, 
But be thou sure of this, that there shall be a 
perpetual antipathy, all through these cen- 
turies till the mighty Advent, between thee, 
evil, and everything that is indeed worthy of 
the name of man. ‘The alliance of a moment 
shall be the hostility of the ages. Here and 
there, too often, alas, in time, thou shalt per- 
suade one and another to say, Zvz/, de thou 
my good! the young man shall say it, in his 
day of hot passion; but he shall unsay it, he 
shall weep away the word, in the long years 
of his bitter, his perpetual repentance: on the 
whole, man shall know his friend from his 
foe, his God from his tempter: and thus thou 
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shalt find an enmity where thou lookedst for 
amity, and a foeman in him whom thou hadst 
taken to be thy slave. 

Lastly, thy victory shall be thy ruin-— 
always, and conspicuously once: thou shalt 
have access with thy envenomed fangs to 
the heel of thy foe, but he shall always, and 
at last decisively, bruise and crush thy head : 
the poison of thy tempting may get into his 
veins, corrupting, tainting, here and there 
mortally, the blood which is the life: but 
saints of God, from Adam to Jesus, shall 
bruise thy head with the strong iron tread 
of an effectual, a Divine grace: at last He 
shall come, whom thou shalt meet once 
and again in deadly strife, in wilderness 
and garden, in Galilee and on Calvary, 
and who shall give thee his mortal wound in 
the very moment of receiving thine. He by 
thy fraud and force shall be lifted up on the 
Cross, and on that very Cross: thou ae 
prince of this world, shalt be judged}, It, the 
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seed of the woman—Mankind in the Man— 
shall bruise thy head, thou, the while, not all 
unsuccessfully at the moment, bruising His 
heel. ; 
Young man, when you boast yourself or 
excuse yourself on your youth—when you 
taste the forbidden tree, or drink of the cup 
which the stranger has medicated—you may 
‘think yourself strong and independent and 
manful: but know this, that you are on the 
losing, the lost side; and that you must cross 
over from Satan to Jesus ere you can know 
what it is to be a hero, to be a victor, nay, to 
be a man! For, depend upon it, with you of 
else without you, the seed of the woman hath 
bruised the serpent’s head—and they only 
can conquer, who shall be found in Him. 
From the tempter, the sentence passes to 
woman. <A curse no longer. The merciful 
and gracious Lord knoweth how to discern 
between the devil, whose very nature (we 
know not the mystery) hath become sin—and 
man, who is poisoned indeed, pervaded by 
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sin, but who has not yet become sin'—out of 
whom sin may yet go and leave him living. 

Therefore upon woman—upon man—we 
read ol no curse, - But we readia sentence 
—upon each, upon both, 

Upon woman a sentence, first, of Betis 
In sorrow shalt thou bear—and that sorrow in 
bearing shall be a type of thy lot, which has 
in it a far more than equal share of the 
passive endurance (in all kinds) of the race. 

A sentence, secondly, of subjugation. The 
very love of woman shall be the inlet and 
capacity of anguish. Her husband shall rule 
over her—if he will, with a rod of iron: and 
he will will it till Christ come; Christ the 
tenderest of men; Christ the healer, where- 
ever He goes, of the woes and of the wrongs 
of woman. 

Yes, both these sees of Eve’s sentouee 
shall be done away in Christ. He, the very 
seed of the woman, shall save woman (as 
ot a writes) by ¢he rexvoyovia *—+the child- 
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bearing—the bearing of the Divine Child, 
of whom it was written, Uzto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son ts given: and His name 
shall be called the Mighty God, the Prince of 
Peace. 

And then, where rude brutal man has 
trampied upon woman—in lands heathen and 
barbarian—once in lands refined and civilized 
—there shall come in due time the voice and 
the presence of Jesus Christ, proclaiming so 
that the deaf ear must listen, 7ere zs nezther 
male nor female, for ye are all one man in 
Christ Fesus'. 

Thus was there mercy in two parts of the 
sentence. 

And for man? 3 

Man had yielded to the seductions, in- 
voluntary yet instrumental, of the earth of 
which he was lord: appetite had conquered, 
had been suffered to usurp the throne of 
reason and the throne of God: now there- 
fore the earth shall resist him?; shall be no 
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longer, as in Paradise, the willing receptacle 
of his easy share and mattock : it shall be 
difficult of culture, it shall be sterile of re- 
sponse and of repayment. 

We know not indeed the secrets of the 
connection between mind and matter: we 
know not how or in what manner man’s 
goodness or man’s sinfulness could communi- 
cate itself, even in the way of penal conse- 
quence, to the earth which he was set to 
subdue. Nevertheless we believe that there 
is meaning, that there is truth, that there is 
Inspiration, in St Paul’s memorable declara- 
tion, Zhe creature, irrational, inanimate, was 
subjected to vanity, to disappointment, to ste- 
rility, to vacuity, to nothingness, dy reason of 
flim who for man’s sin did so subject 1t-—in 
hope, because the creature rtself also shall be 
delivered out of the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God?. 

Once more, man had obeyed the creature 
rather than the Creator: this was his sin. 
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Therefore now he must be taught the lesson 
of littleness and of greatness—his own—God’s, 

Death must bring him to his level—that 
level the earth from which he was taken. 
Mercy may postpone the execution—for him, 
as hereafter for his offspring. Nevertheless 
from this day forth he is a dying, he is a dead 
man. Death worketht in him—gradually 
worketh his return to the dust. 

Out of this uttermost degradation—which | 
is decay, dissolution—shall be wrought out for 
him by miraculous grace a higher, a more 
glorious being. Man, dying, shall rise. As 
by man came death, by man came also the 
vesurrection of the dead, 

Brethren! may God pardon the imperfec- 
tion of this most inadequate utterance of 
His mighty, His lifegiving truth! Time and 
strength are gone—I add but one word, and 
make no comment. 

Paradise, the text tells us, was not de- 
stroyed—only man was driven from it. Soon 

b2-COr./1V. 12, For CoLexva2t. 


52 


68 The two great Temptations. gees 


the material Eden was again a wilderness. It 
had no exemption from the thorns and from 
the thistles. Laborious searchers have ex- 
plored its very place all these centuries in vain. 
Yet Paradise was but guarded—guarded by 
God’s ministering ones until it should be safe, 
until it should be a happiness, for man to re- 
turn. In the meanwhile the typical Paradise 
has its antitype wheresoever the Spirit of 
God works—and in the heavenly home all 
its treasures, all its beauties, all its fruits, 
shall have their truth and their realization. 

All save one—the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. That one tree has had its 
place and its time; and knowledge shall 
vanish where love endureth'. 

The tree of life shall stand again in the 
midst of the Paradise of God—bearing twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielding her fruit every 
month—and the very leaves of that tree are 
for the healing of the nations’. 

God give us all (as it is written) a xzght 
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lo the tree of life1—that right which is all 
grace—that right which is union with God in 


the Holy Ghost through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! 


te ReVexiio Te 


THIRD WEDNESDAY IN LENT, 
february 28, 1872. 


THE TWO-GREAT TEMPTATIONS 
Sid 


LV 


GENESIS II. 17, 18. 


Cursed ts the ground for thy sakeé......... 
Thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee. 


Two errors are common in readers of this 
record. 

The one regards the tone of it. 

We speak of the curse—the curse of 
woman—the curse of mankind. 

I read neither of these here. 

Cursed art thou, is said to the serpent; 
cursed 1s the ground, for man’s sake. 

* This Sermon was not one of the course; but it 


is interposed here, as bearing upon the same general 
subject, and illustrating one part of it. 
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I read not, Cursed ts woman; nor in the 
sentence upon Adam, Cursed art thou. 

A volume might be written upon the 
pathos, the tenderness, the sympathy even of 
this disastrous, this humbling record. 

Cursed is the serpent—for behind that . 
animal form lurks a spirit of evil; a being 
irremediably fallen; of whose history, of 
whose nature, curiosity would ask. much, but 
Revelation answers little—inasmuch as_ it 
concerns not us, save in so far as the warning 
is audible, Lest thou also come into this place 
of torment. 

But towards woman, towards man, how 
merciful, how regretful, how hopeful—in one 
word, how paternal—the voice that speaketh! 
the voice, perceptibly, of One who created ; 
the voice, perceptibly, of One who willeth not 
the death; of One who hath planned, from 
eternal time, the Recovery and the Redemp- 
tion. 

The other error is that which associates 
work with the Fall. 
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Nothing is more common than to speak 
of Paradise as a place of idle leisuréjiiae 
Heaven as a place, or a state, of legitimate 
indolence; a place, or a state, in which the 
utmost stretch of energy shall be the singing 
of God’s praise; a perpetual Sabbath, of the 
most Jewish kind, or else a congregation in 
perpetual concourse—to the discouragement, 
both ways, of manly natural feeling—the feel- 
ing which loves action, and the feeling which 
wearies of monotony. 

The sacred narrative itself tells of work 
in Paradise; the sacred revelation itself bids 
us speak and think of the Divinity of work, 
of its everlasting dignity and glory, were it 
only in the words which fell on earth from 
the lips of Jesus— 

My father worketh hitherto, and I work. 

Work is not a curse—were there any 
curse at all, strictly speaking, in this judg- 
ment upon the fallen. Work was in Eden, 
work shall be in Heaven. The difference 
of which the text tells is not the imposition 
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of work where before there was none, but 
the comparative unproductiveness of labour— 
the difficulty of produce, the sterility of the 
workfield. 

Not, Cursed’ art thou; not, Cursed is 
labour: but, Cursed zs the ground given thee 
to cultivate; ¢horns and thistles shall tt bring 
forth to thee; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it, 
till thou thyself, mortal now, return thither. 
Thou hast chosen the creature rather than 
the Creator; thou hast listened to the 
tempter, instead of being true to thy God: 
therefore, first, the creature shall become 
sterile to thee; therefore, secondly, death 
shall show thee that thou art not a God. 

We have taken then, for this day, as 
our topic—reserving others, akin to it, for our 
subjects on the Wednesdays in Lent—this 
fragment of the record of sin’s entrance— 

The Unproductiveness of Labour, 

We would draw out to you, in a few 
leading particulars, that which is wrapped up 
in the brief saying before us, Cursed ts the 
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ground for thy sake...thorns and thistles shall 
at bring forth to thee. 

I address a Congregation, distinctively, of 
workmen—not in that sense in which some- 
times the preacher or lecturer to an assem- 
bly of mechanics bespeaks their indulgence 
or flatters their vanity by saying, We are all 
working men—but in a sense and with a truth 
applicable but to few congregations: for I 
meet in this place some of the busiest labour- 
ers in this busiest of cities; men whose days 
are filled, whose nights are encroached upon, 
by toils of mind and brain of which Manches- 
ter and Leeds know nothing—and I am per- 
suaded that I say nothing but that which has 
been ten thousand times in the hearts of — 
those who today listen, when I speak of the 
unsatisfactoriness, because the unproductive- 
ness, of much of their labour; of the fact 
attested by their experience, that, though 
they commonly lay their head on its pillow 
at night weary and aching, they can seldom 
say, with reference to the day that is past, 
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or the endless days which preceded it, I 
have reaped as well as sown; my toil has 
been such and such, and this and that, sub- 
stantial and definite, has been its result. If 
you ask me what I have been paid for it, 
I can tell you: but if you ask what that pay- 
ment itself has brought me, of result, of re- 
ward—in one word, of satisfaction—again 
and again I must answer with the melancholy 
but truth-telling Ecclesiastes, Vanzty of vant- 
ties, vanity of vanities, all is vanity! — 

Think how large a proportion of our 
toilers by land and sea are occupied in things 
which absolutely perish with the using. What 
are all the arts which minister to the comfort 
and convenience of human life—to its food 
and its dress, its luxuries and its superflui- 
ties ? Which of all these grounds bears ought 

but thorns and briers to its workmen ? 
| Think how many thousands are engaged 
in small matters of domestic, of social routine, 
which seem to be, and in themselves are 
utterly insignificant; leaving nothing behind 
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them gained or won, save the reflection that 
this was for them the assigned spot or speck 
of the workfield, and that these evanescent, 
these valueless fruits were all that could be 
reaped there. 

Think of the countless multitudes en- 
gaged, of their own choice, in a pursuit in- 
finitely lower and more ignoble still—the 
production, the manufacture, on God's busy 
earth, of their own selfish self-indulgence ; 
living from day to day with this one only 
word on their lips, Pleasure, pleasure—as 
though they would frustrate in their own 
case the universal law of God for the fallen, 
[n the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy 
bread—If any man will not work, neither let 
him eat, Does not the earth indeed bear 
thorns and briers for these? Have they 
not found the sentence of the Fall bitterly, 
terribly true for them, Cursed zs the very 
ground for thy sake—thou wouldest have 
the desire of thine eyes, and thou shalt have 
disappointment and nothingness with it? 
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But the application of the text is far wider, 

It is true of all work. Who does not 
say of his tilling, It is nought, it is vanity ? 

We will carry the question into the 
highest kinds of business. 

What is it which fills the lawyer’s day? 
What, at the uttermost, is there to remune- 
rate him ? 

It is a great, a noble Profession. He is 
giving a hand to that mighty enterprise, the 
bringing back a God of justice into an un- 
just, an iniquitous world. He is one wheel 
in that vast machine which has for its aim 
the rectification of human wrong—the doing 
justice, in all forms, in the name of a God 
of righteousness, between man and man. 
In proportion as that undertaking prospers, 
virtue will be encouraged, and iniquity will 
stop her mouth. One man has one part in 
this work, and one has another. In reality, 
and viewed as a system, the whole work is 
one, It is not for me to tell this audience, 
that it is as essential a part of the adminis- 
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tration of justice, that every interest and 
every person concerned should be repre- 
sented by one capable to suggest everything 
that is worth considering in its or his behalf, 
as that there should be a judge to balance 
conflicting considerations, or a jury to draw 
conclusions from evidence and counter-evi- 
dence of fact. The work is one, and it is 
God’s work. Let a man go forth to it day 
by day as a Christian, and whatsoever his 
part in it—so long as he oversteps not that 
part, by exaggeration, by distortion, by in- 
vention, by calumny, by conscious untruth— 
whether he be advocate, or whether he be 
judge, he is alike serving his generation—he 
is alike abiding in the vocation wherein he 
was called. 

Yet, I ask again, does he not question 
himself, day by day, as to the productiveness 
of his workfield? Does not the saying come 
again and again to his mind, 7hornus and 
thistles shall rt bring forth to thee? A hun- 
dred weary days occupied in one monster 
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trial; occupied (to speak plainly) in wasting 
money, dissipating estates, destroying cha- 
racters, racking hearts—I know it must be 
done—but who that is engaged in it, or in 
any one of its thousand small imitations, can 
keep always out of his thoughts the woes 
of this Chapter—the curse, not of man, nor 
of labour, but of the ground tilled, and the 
work viewed as an end? who does not say 
to himself, My whole Profession is concerned 
with that, which, without sin, would not be— 
surely, as to anything which remains over 
from it as substantial attainment, / spend 
my strength in vain, my labour for that 
which satisfieth not? | 

What shall be said of another field 
of labour—of the world of politics and of 
statesmanship? What is the produce of that 
soil? the result, definite and tangible, of that 
more pretentious tilling? 

Of all earthly ambitions none can equal 
the intense devotion of patriotism. Of all 
earthly rewards none can compare with the 
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recompence of that perseverance which has 
broken for ever the fetter of the slave, 
secured to neglected millions the education 
of their children, or advanced by some per- 
ceptible steps the social, the moral, the re- 
ligious progress of a nation. Yet, for the 
labourer even in this workfield, is there not— 
to speak of the day and of the year—a 
perpetual, an almost paralyzing disappoint- 
ment? Who can return, morning after morn- 
ing, from the arena of political strife, the 
stars setting and the sun rising upon his chill 
comfortless walk through the deserted streets 
of this city, without a deep sense of the 
unsatisfactoriness of the work itself to which 
he is sacrificing his energies? How little, 
how almost nothing, can he show for his 
night’s unwholesome watching! He may 
tell himself that thus and thus only can 
his country’s business be conducted, or his 
country’s higher welfare at last secured: 
but surely he must sometimes complain 
bitterly to himself of the unproductiveness 
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of his toil, of the sterility of his ground— 
thorns and thistles certainly it yields by the 
way, even if there be in prospect, in the far 
invisible distance, a better and a more sub- 
stantial reaping. 

I know not where we are to find the 
province into which this sentence of the 
Fall enters not. 

There are, perhaps, two fields of labour 
which might be conceived of as exempt 
from it. 

One of these is the pursuit of knowledge. 

You might say, Surely the man who has 
foregone all the profits and advantages of 
professional life, that he may give himself to 
the acquisition, pure and simple, of attain- 
ments which in all probability will find their 
worldly reward neither in fame nor wealth; 
the man who in some definite department of 
literature or philosophy has set himself to 
add to earth’s store of wisdom, at the sacrifice 
(on his own part) alike of mercenary aims 
and vulgar ambitions—he surely, though he 
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may find the husbandry difficult, will not find 
it sterile—he surely, occupied in the real, in 
the permanent, in the true, will not com- 
plain that his ground brings forth to him only 
thorns and thistles ? 

Yet none can be so conscious of the 
paltriness of their reaping, as they who best 
can appreciate the immensity of their field. 
Set the attainments of the very wisest of men 
over against the infinite mysteries which he 
must leave unexplored. Think of the long 
priceless years spent in laying the foundations 
of any knowledge. Look back upon the first 
twenty years of your own life, and say what, 
with utmost diligence, you achieved therein. 
See how, in every region of thought or inves- 
tigation, the effect of research is ever to make 
the attained seem nothing, and the unattained 
infinite. The mental hunger grows with its 
satisfaction, and is keenest at the moment 
when the table must be left for the bed and 
for the grave. That necessity is ever casting 
its shadow before, and sudzecting to bond- 
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age this life which knows that it must diel, 
At last the mandate goes forth—the keen 
intellect, the marvellous memory, the mighty 
mass of knowledge, the tongue skilled in lan- 
guage, and the mind practised in discovering, 
all begin to lose the edge and the grasp and 
the tenacity, all alike must go one day to the 
destined place of the living—and there ad/ 
thoughts pertsh*, On the whole, it must be 
confessed that the philosopher has no exemp- 
tion from this law of the unproductiveness of 
Peaaien earths labour. There is but-ones 
antidote to the poison of this disappointment 
—it is the promise of life and immortality 
brought to light by the Gospel. 

_ The other toiler who might have been 
imagined to lie out of reach of earth’s 
curse, is the minister of that Gospel which 
came to turn it into blessing. Thousands 
have entered the Church’s priesthood in the 
hope of escaping it; in the hope that, for 
them at least, the ground of God’s workfield 
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would be surely facile and fruitful—that they 
could not fail to reap soon and plentifully, 
to find, if not the labour light, yet the reward 
certain. My brethren, the work of Christ’s 
Church is blessed above all work, where the 
heart is in it. But the curse of the Fall 
hangs heavily round it—alike in the soul of 
the workman, and in the field of the work. 
Thorns and briers come up everywhere under 
his hand, where he looked confidently for the 
green blade and the full ear. Day after day 
he goes forth to his work and to his labour, 
to return at evening baffled and discouraged 
by the smallness of the result and the doubt- 
fulness of the profiting. Lives that will not 
be reformed, and souls that refuse to be 
quickened, are more, far more, in number, 
than the hearts that open themselves to the © 
Word and drink in eagerly the dew of grace. 
Still is the text true, which imposes upon a 
fallen earth not the necessity of work but its 
disappointment—that so we may be aroused 
to the remembrance of our sin and our shame, 
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and taught to look upward for our strength 
and onward for our consolation. 

Meanwhile we will draw a closing lesson 
from the sober and solemn thought which 
has now engaged us, 

(1) Surely a lesson, first and foremost, 
of humility. 

Such is our earth, and such our place in it. 

Upon this world the blight of sin has 
fallen—and that blight is upon our work and 
upon our labour. 

Little before, we are less now. Little as 
creatures, as sinners we are less. Never let 
us parade ourselves—giving out that we are 
some great one'! Let us own the paltriness 
of our speech and of our doing. Let us feel, 
deeply and sadly, the poverty of our best, as 
well as the terribleness of our worst. Lord, 
what 1s man that Thou art mindful of him— 
when we see ourselves thus, and Thou 
art greater than our heart and knowest all 
things”? 
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Oh this vanity, which cleaves to our 
better selves, and blinds us utterly to our 
worse! How is it, how can we account for it, 
that, knowing what we know, we should still 
expect from others a recognition and a 
homage which (to do us justice) we pay not 
to ourselves ? 

God help us to see ourselves little; to 
renounce, here before him—here at His 
Table, on which lie forth to view the memo- 
rials of a Cross on which the Sinless died—. 
all future greatness, save that which He shall 
Himself give to the faithful in Resurrection: 
and Judgment! 

(2) Another thought is behind. The: 
superiority of being to doing. | 

Our work must be insignificant. All 
our toil, all our tilling, cannot conquer the 
stubbornness of this soil, the sterility of this: 
earth, ‘Thorns and thistles it brings forth to 
us: and till the last cleansing fire shall have. 
passed over it, man’s. earth, yea, man’s; 
heaven, will still be sadject to vanity by reason 
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of Fim who for man’s sin was constrained. so 
to subject it. 

But there is one thing which is mighty 
yet. Not work—that must be small, till we 
are transfigured—but the renewed, regene- 
rated, recreated man. That which we cannot 
do, we can be. When a life shines with the 
light of Jesus Christ, then it becomes great. 
When men take knowledge of us that we 
have been with Jesus—that we live much in 
the Presence, and walk always in the Light— 
then we become powerful. Machineries, reli- 
gious or philanthropic, are nothing : schemes 
of amelioration, managed by rule, tabulated on 
paper, organized by skill and man’s device, 
are as nothing in the face of the three confed- 
erates, world, flesh, and devil, or any one of 
them: but the man, the living man—living 
twice over, by nature and grace—living from 
within, Christ shining through into the very 
face—this, this alone is mighty with the 
might of God, and shall prevail. 

To humility add reality—the reality of 
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the new life and of the Divine communion 
—and the heel may often be bruised, but the 
wounded man shall live in Christ's strength — 
to bruise the serpent’s head. 

(3) Luft up the hands which hang down. 
It shall not be always thus. Work is ineffect- 
ive now—lest we imagine, in our self-conceit, 
that we can be as gods. Accept the position. 
Justify God, in His severity, as in His 
love. We know well enough, that it would 
have been impossible for us to enter Heaven 
without being humbled. We can almost 
already give thanks for our Fall. Insufferable 
the pride which would have grown out of 
innocence. Thank God that He has made 
not innocence but grace the passport into His 
Heaven! They washed their robes, and made 
them white—they were not white once— 
wn the blood of the Lamb. Marvellous, in- 
tricate, unfathomable mystery—yet, withal, so 
far lit up by the rays of Divine Revelation, 
that we can see the superiority of the re- 
deemed over the unfallen. Look onward to 
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that day—God hasten it in His time—when 
earth shall be no more cursed for man’s 
sake; when work, not ceasing, shall be irradi- 
ated by God’s indwelling; when man, recon- 
structed and glorified, like (yet above) the 
Angels, shall excel in strength—doing Fs 
commandments, as never in flesh and blood, 
hearkening, with ear and heart opened, zo 
the vowe of f1rs words’, Then shall ¢he 
creature itself also, now groaning and travail- 
ing, be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of Ffts children. 
We, according to Fis promise, look for new 
heavens and a new carth, wherein dwelleth 
vighteousness*, Let us struggle here, for our 
day, with difficulties too great for us—after 
a perfection too wonderful, too excellent ; 
let us do our little work well and diligently, 
counting it nothing, yet doing it for the love 
of God; let us grapple with these thorns 
and thistles of a sterile present, as with the 
latest growth of a sin-spoilt earth: then, in 
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due time, God will sexd down F[ts hand from 
above to take us out of these discourage- 
ments, these disappointments, these defeats— 
He shall carry us safely into His presence, 
and invigorate us with the fruit of that tree 
of life which is in the midst of His Paradise 
in Heaven. 
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And Fle was there in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted of Satan. 


By Thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation, 
| Good Lord, deliver us. 

The very prayer implies the reality, and 
the importance, of each of these things, 
Of their connection I need not speak. They 
‘belong to each other. I rather dwell upon 
this: they have left their everlasting mark 
upon Jesus. Even in Heaven He can be 
appealed to..by them.’ They are integral: 
parts of the sinners plea with his Lord and 
his God. 
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I say it, to bespeak your hearing to-night 
for my great subject. We pass from one ‘ 
great Temptation to the other. Each is re- 
presentative, is typical, is exhaustive. Adam’s 
sin contains all the sins of all his children. 
Christ’s victory contains all the victories of 
all His people. It is not that by an arbitrary 
sentence, and it is not that by a legal fiction, 
all fell in Adam, and all rose in. Christie 3it 
is, that there was the vice of all sinning in 
the one, and there was the virtue of all 
conquering in the other. When we sin, we 
go down to that sin by the same steps which 
Adam trod—and when we foil the tempter, 
we do so with the same weapons which 
Christ wielded. It is this which makes the 
record so life-like, and it is this which makes 
the study of the record, the double record, 
so quickening. 

Brethren, we must not dwell always in 
the plain—we must climb the mountain. 
You know how we all catch the tone, imbibe 
the spirit, of our companions. Long enough 
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have we tarried in a Paradise Lost. Long 
enough have we studied the history of trans- 
gression, pointing out the naturalness till we 
dreamed almost of a necessity. Turn we now 
to another contemplation, more difficult, 
more mysterious, higher yet, than the other, 
above us—yet altogether noble, and glorious, 
and elevating: the contemplation of a trial, 
also upon earth, also by a tempter, also of 
a Man; yet in all else so different—in scene, 
in time, in circumstance, in issue—that it 
needs thought, and wisdom, and grace from 
above, to appreciate its relation, whether to 
the original Fall, or to us, the latest offspring 
of the fallen. 

For forty centuries the children of Adam 
had drawn their first, their last breath, in 
an atmosphere tainted and pestilential. You 
have watched, in physical and moral matters, 
the deterioration, the degeneracy, which 
springs from such influences. He who be- 
lieves in no other propagation of evil—he 
to whom Original Sin, as taught by theo- 
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logians, has been a figment or a stumbling- 
block—at least understands this. The child 
of a vicious father has an_ incalculable 
addition of hindrance to being virtuous. 
Nature being the same, temptation being the 
same, his descent and derivation of being 
will add infinitely to the probability of his 
sinning. You know the family, in your own 
village, which has had from generation to 
generation, the plague-mark of a disreputable 
name. If it were not a theological dogma, 
you would yourself accept readily the theory 
of an Original Sin, which dogs the steps, 
and runs in the blood, of the descendant, 
to ten or fifty generations, of a criminal 
ancestor. | 
Upon this earth, thus infested and infect- 
ed with evil, there appears, in the fulness of 
time, One absolutely pure and sinless among 
the children of men. Strange heavenly phe- 
nomena shone around His Nativity. All they 
that saw or heard of them laid them up in 
their hearts, saying, What manner of man 
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shall this child be? Still years run their round, 
and the despised village, the humble home, the 
common workshop, contain Him. All take 
knowledge of Him, for His purity, for His 
reverence, for His gentleness, for His wis- 
dom, for His dutifulness, for His diligence, 
for His devotion, for His love: but, so far 
as the outward life goes, there is no sign 
or word to mark Him from His fellows. Js 
not this the Carpenter? are not these Hts 
brothers? and Firs sesters, are they not all here 
with us? 

An unwonted stir arises, about His thir- 
tieth year, in the religious life of Palestine. 
After some four centuries of level experience 
without portent or prophet or open vision}, 
a voice has suddenly issued from the wilder- 
ness of Judea, so loud, so stern, so autho- 
ritative, alike in rebuke and in command, 
that men of all ranks and of all histories 
have felt the influence, and flocked to the 
banks of Jordan for direction and amendment 
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of life. Late in time—if we rightly read St 
Luke’s record‘—as one who would seek no 
prominence, and yet would recognize loyally 
the Divine Mission of the Prophet, Jesus 
Himself approaches, and applies for Baptism. 
Then first there is hesitation. J have need, 
the holy man remonstrates, to be baptized of 
Thee—and comest thou tome? But he yields to 
the calm firm rejoinder, Zhus 2t becometh us 
to fulfil all righteousness—and a sign, visible 
perhaps only to the two, the Baptized and | 
the baptizer, indicates the fulfilment of the 
brief special ministry, and the introduction 
on the stage of this world of Him in whom 
all things in earth and heaven should find 
their rest and their reconciliation”. 

But He who is ever the God not of 
haste, but of order, prescribes a solemn pause, 
even now, between the Baptism and the 
Ministry. It is to this pause, so memorable 
in itself, so monitory in its doctrine, that I 
have to ask your earnest heed in the re- 
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mainder of these special Services. The 
Baptism is followed by the Fasting and the 
Temptation. 

Brethren, Lent itself is the commemora- 
tion of this interlude. These forty days, which 
bring a lull and a hush with them into the 
world’s life of the Church, remind us year 
by year, of that long seclusion and isolation 
of Christ in the wilds and deserts of the 
Dead'sea. 

Forty days. Go back in thought to the 
25th or 26th of January, and imagine yourself 
during all these intervening weeks alone in 
a desert—alone, St Mark says, weth the wild 
beasts—alone with Angels, alone with God. 
Try to realize that long sojourn. See how 
God counts no time wasted, only because 
business and pleasure and society are shut 
out. See how God estimates the importance 
of Education—education for His service— 
education, most of all, for the sacred minis- 
tries of His Church. See what Education 
itself is, in the eye of God—the bringing 
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Him into the life; and, that it may be so, 
first into the soul. See too the solemnity, 
the awfulness, of that condition of humanity, 
which required, for the discharge of His 
Office towards it, this awful discipline of the 
Holy One. 

My brethren, no life can be great which 
has not its idea. Earth’s mightiest sons— 
whose names live in her everlasting record— 
have all mused and meditated long and 
earnestly upon their call, upon their mission, 
and upon their destiny. The very infancy 
has had its “ heaven” about it. Gleams and 
slimpses of a light not of common day have 
illustrated and glorified the very cradle. To 
how many has there been, on the threshold 
of the life itself, a period of long and lonely 
communing, in which the idea has shaped 
and developed itself into the work and the 
reality! God seems to have suggested, to 
have sanctioned, to have consecrated such 
an inauguration of life, in this original, this 
awful “ Lent” of His beloved Son our Lord. 
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Strikingly has one written of it—calling it 
“that great School of the wilderness”— 
‘(When a man has to be the representative of 
a solemn and holy idea, it is well to live face 
to face with it, and look at it apart from all 
the modifications to which it is subjected in 
human life. In solitude it puts on all its 
royalty...conceding nothing to the compro- 
mises of an imperfect realization}.” 

But you will not imagine, when we 
thus speak, that we would make Christ’s 
desert-sojourn only the pondering of a life’s 
idea! We must see in it, above all else, His 
Temptation. One of two great Temptations— 
speaking of Him now in that character which 
St Paul ascribes to Him when He speaks of 
Him as ¢he last Adam, the second Man”. One 
of two great [Temptations in this sense also— 
that the wilderness and the garden stand 
over against each other in His own history— 
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the desert at the opening, Gethsemane at 
the close, of His Ministry—linked together 
doubtless by a thousand intermediate trials, of 
which Scripture seems to suggest one exam- 
ple in the words spoken by Him to a disciple 
who would remonstrate with Him against 
the Cross and the Grave—Get thee behind 
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me, He 
detected in that language of dangerous 
softness, which bade Him evade Calvary and 
the sepulchre, the hissing of that serpent- 
tongue which had said to Him earlier in the 
desert, AW these things will I give thee— 
power and fame and earthly magnificence— 


tf Thou wilt fall down and worship me. 


Now there are, as you would anticipate, 
glosses upon the Temptation, which under 
the profession of honouring Christ would 
take out of it every element of reality and of 
profiting. The doctrine of our Lord’s sinless- 
ness may be so stated as to make His 
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temptation a phantom and a nullity. We 
would thank God for those words of His, 
which have so clear a ring in them of solidity 
and truth, (le himself suffered being tempted. 
There could be no suffering in a temptation 
which was none. The temptation was real, 
was severe, was searching; was resisted, not 
by the Godhead, but by the Manhood—re- 
sisted not by insensibility, not by impassivity, 
not by what theologians sometimes call im- 
Beccaniity, but by the exercisé of that 
Pcie toe wich ‘Ile «also calls and: with 
which He offers to inspire us:—therefore 
it is that it has a lesson of everlasting use 
for us—therefore it is that we ourselves 
may appeal to it even now as we approach 
His throne in Heaven. 

It is in reference, not least, to this mighty 
theme, that we learn to value those explicit 
statements, concerning the Person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which are contained for 
us in the latter half of the Athanasian Creed. 

It was not until heresy had busied itself 
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about the Gospel, that such definitions of the 
truth were either desirable or possible. 

But it is a simple fact, that no heresy 
is innocuous, that every heresy is deeply 
dangerous, in its bearing upon the spiritual 
life. 

You might have thought that there could 
be little hurt, little significance, in that idea— 
common, not unnatural, not unattractive in 
itself—that the Deity of Christ was the soul 
of His Manhood; that Incarnation was 
merely the assumption of a body, to which 
the Divine Nature acted sufficiently, acted 
alone, as the informing, controlling, and in- 
dwelling mind, 

Yet you perceive, as soon as it is stated, 
how utterly, how absolutely, such teaching 
robs us of the sympathy of Christ alike in 
our efforts after good and in our struggles 
with evil. There is no resemblance between 
His case and ours, if there was nothing 
human in Him save the body. There was 
but a semblance, a shadow, a mockery, of 
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temptation, unless there was that in Him to 
which the tempter could address himself, 
and which must resist the solicitation, not as 
God, but as Man. 

Mhus the true’ taith ts, that our ‘Lord 
Jesus Christ is not only perfect God, but 
perfect Man also, in the two parts of this 
latter perfection—namely, a reasonable soul 
as well as a human body. 

And the mystery of His humiliation con- 
sisted in His so laying aside and suspending 
the exercise of His original Deity, that He 
lived and acted and suffered entirely within 
the precincts (so to say) of the human nature, 
receiving into it the Holy Spirit of God to 
be its Guide and its Life, its Enabler and 
Sanctifier and Comforter, even like the mean- 
est and humblest of His people. 

Yes, my brethren, if we would know 
peace—if we would have Jesus Christ for 
our Friend and our Brother—we must give 
this amplitude, and none less, to the words 
of St Paul, who says, Seng originally zz 
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the form of God, [le made Himself empty of 
that original Deity, ¢akeng the form of a ser- 
vant, that is, of a creature, decug made, in soul 
as in body, zx the likeness of men’. 

Now therefore we can understand how 
the Temptation of our Lord was a real tempt- 
ation—how He could suffer, being tempted— 
how in it He could be at once our Example 
and our tender sympathizing Confessor and 
Comforter. 

It is a cruel kindness, which would give 
us a cold distant Monitor, when we want a 
living, breathing, feeling, suffering Friend. 

When we are sorely beset and _ buffeted 
with temptations of the flesh and soul and 
spirit—when we feel as though all were 
against us, and we must yield and sink and 
perish—how comforting, how strengthening, is 
that revelation which bids us see in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, one tempted in all points like as 
we are! : 

Thus, thus, let us study the record of His 
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great, great, all but greatest sorrow! Thus 
would I set it before you, dear friends and 
brothers, at this season! 

See Him, then, first, even such as ‘we are, 
in bodily sensation. 

Hunger and thirst were powerful in Him 
asinus. There is no sin in these feelings. 
They are part of us as God made us. There 
is nothing of the Fall in them, thus far. 

The hungry man! sees a loaf in yon shop- 
window. His little ones are at home hungry. 
It is not wrong in him to say to himself, 
That loaf of bread would make my home 
happy. It is a natural instinct. God im- 
planted it. God made it natural for us to 
feel hunger, and to desire that which should 
allay its cravings. 

But that loaf is another’s. It is not mine. 
Therefore it must be foregone. Not the re- 
motest desire shall be suffered in me to take 
that which is not mine. There the tempta- 
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tion is real; but it is counteracted. There is 
not the smallest approach to sin—no, not in 
desire. The indwelling Spirit has preoccupied 
the house of my soul. He suffers not there 
the most distant approach to a lusting which 
would be unlawful. 

So was it with Christ. 

Again, it is natural to us all to love 
ease—to dread pain—to hate obloquy and 
human scorn. 

Christ feels all these things with us. 

The devil says, Avoid them at all risks. 
Christ answers, At all risks save one. 

Brethren! we must accept, for our very 
life, the mystery of the Humiliation—not the 
Incarnation only, the Humanity too. 

The body is but half the man—nay, not 
half. 

We must have, in Him who is to be our 
stay, not an illusion, not a semblance, but a 
reality, of sympathy, of oneness. 

_ fle learned obedience, God says. He 
suffered being tempted, 
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For the reality of. Christ's Temptation 
we must contend earnestly. But not for one 
particular interpretation of it. 

There are those with whom the literal 
record is the alone tenable, the alone valu- 
able. 

The temple-pinnacle, the lofty mountain— 
though they must allow the sight from it to 
be figurative—all the kingdoms of the world 
in one moment, and all the glory of them— 
these are, for them, vital to the doctrine. 

I would say with them if I felt with them. 

But I seem to see how real, how tre- 
mendous, may be that temptation, of which, 
nevertheless, the scene is all mental. I can 
imagine Satan present in person—no illusion 
as to the tempter—and still the proposal, the 
allurement, something far wider, far deeper 
than any view, or any fall, or any one single 
exercise of appetite or concupiscence or 
presumption—a laying of the plan for a life— 
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a choice between methods of acting—the one 
selfish, the other submissive—the one ambi- 
tious, the other humble—the one presump- 
tuous, the other truthful—I can conceive Satan 
plying Christ in the desert with suggestions 
how to gain the ends of His mission without so 
absolute a defiance of human ease and human 
power and human applause as He meditated. 
Why not use His Messiahship for attracting, 
for winning, for cementing, the allegiance and 
the love of mankind? Why not realize the 
Hebrew ideal—be a Prince mighty, magni- 
ficent, just, beneficent—a Saviour leading a 
privileged race to victory over mankind—a 
Divine Man recognizing man’s ideal, and 
subjecting to it all that would be inap- 
propriate, unreal, fantastic, in the view of 
the rational, the sensible, the religious, the 
devout ? 


Upon all this more will be said in the 
days which follow. 
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Meanwhile let us take fully into view the 
scene itself which is here opened. 

The Divine Saviour comes forth from 
His seclusion, in the maturity of His growth 
and of His strength; and ere He grapples 
with the work which God has given Him to 
do, He must encounter the personal hostility 
of the usurper of God’s throne in the life and 
in the heart of mankind. 

The scene of His conflict, unlike that of 
the original combat, is a stern sterile wil- 
derness!. 

On all sides are tokens, at once real and 
parabolic, of the waste and of the wreck 
which Sin has brought in. 

In place of a sojourn of beauty and 
glory, like that of the original, the forfeited 
Paradise, there lie around naked rocks, a 
scorched and hungry soil, a salt and sulphur- 
ous sea. 

Meet emblems of a ruin not natural but 
spiritual—meet and fitting mementos of the 
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world which cries out for healing, and of the 
humanity which He has come to save! 

Meet emblems, too, in the result of this 
conflict, of the ruggedness which resists and 
prevails, in comparison with the soft smiling 
sweetness which but invites and stimulates 
temptation! 

Here then shall the Saviour first dzxd 
the strong man, that so, in Ministry and in 
grace, He may afterwards, at His leisure, 
spowl his house}, 

And so, brethren—so, above all—shall 
He first suffer being tempted, and then, 
through the world’s after history, saccour 
them that are tempted. 

Yes, succour by the very sympathy of 
suffering. Succour by the having been 
tempted. Succour by the appreciation of 
the trial—succour by the application of the 
grace, 

Succour, surely, not least by this. Jesus 
Himself has shown what is victory. To 
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the very end we might have doubted. To 
the very end we might have said, Victory 
is present ease, present rapture, present 
strength. 

No, Christ says to us, victory is con- 
formity to the will of God Most High. 
Victory is the submission of the self-will 
and the self-pleasing to the will, even where 
it seems most unlikely, of the All-wise, the 
All-loving, the Alone Good. Victory is the 
lying passive in His hands, who, if there be 
not bread, can give the manna—and if there 
be but a Cross in the present, zs adle to raise 
even from the dead’, 

Jesus, in this wilderness, chooses for 
Himself, chooses for His people, obedience, 
humiliation, sacrifice. With each stage of 
the Temptation, He ascends one step more 
of the Altar on which He is to suffer?. 
“Paradise 1s born again in this wilderness,” 
not the Paradise which man lost, but the 
Paradise which alone can be man’s for ever. 
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In that subjugation—difficult, gradual, yet 
spontaneous, at last perfect—of the will of the 
creature to the will of the Creator, there, 
there at length, there only, shall rest be 
found—rest and gwzetness and assurance for 
ever. Here is the true, the everlasting Hymn 
OQuicungue vult: Whosoever will be saved, here 
let him learn of Christ what Salvation is, 
and what the way to it, and what the steps 
of it, and what the crown! — 

God helping us, we will mount that 
difficult steep. We will climb, step by step, 
that hill of the self-denial and the self-sacri- 
fice—looking ever unto Jesus, who for the 
toy that was set before flim endured the Cross, 
despising the shame, and 1s set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 


FourRTH WEDNESDAY IN LENT, 
March 6, 1872. 


Bae JAVO' GREAT PE MPPATIONS. 
Se. 


VI. 


MATTHEW Iv. 4. 


Man shall not live by bread alone. 


PUT off thy shoes from off thy feet: for the 
place where thou standest ts holy ground. 

They who would study the Temptation 
of Jesus Christ have need of reverence. 

Two things must protect us. 

The first of these is devotion. We must 
say to ourselves, first, midst, and last, /¢ zs 
the Lord. My Lord, and my God. 1 read 
here that which He has told—that which He 
was pleased to communicate to His own, on 
earth, or from heaven—concerning His own 
fearful battle with the revealed spirit of evil. 
Doubtless He told it because it was meet 
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and right that we should enter into it—with 
awe, with humility, yet with appreciation and 
with understanding too. 

The second condition is earnestness. By 
which I mean now, a sense of the practical 
aim of this record; of its bearing upon us; of 
its connection with the life of our souls, and 
with the life of our lives. Not as an intellec- 
tual study—not as a speculation upon the mys- 
tery of the two Natures in the one Person— 
but as a help to the realization of our spiritual 
union with Him who calls Himself our Bread 
of life—as an assurance of His entire incorpo- 
ration with us, in every suffering and in every 
distress—as an encouragement to resist, like 
Him, unto blood, striving against sin—and 
an assurance that, in so doing, we shall find 
Him not more an Example than a Presence 
—so let us read—so reading, God, our own 
God, shall surely give us His blessing. 

We lingered last time on the threshold. 
For indeed there is much, very much, to 
ponder, in the general thought. Christ was 
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tempted—tempted in all points—tempted like 
as we are—suffered being tempted—yet with- 
out sin. Wonderful! If we only stood with- 
out, stood afar off, shading our eyes before 
the glory of that light—amazed, bewildered, 
awe-struck, only not incredulous—it were 
good for us to be here. 

But Christ beckons us onward—bids us 
approach and gaze and watch with Him. 


The Temptation was real. It was no 
passing before Him of shapes and forms, of 
figures and phantoms. It was no suggestion 
of names and words, symbols for others, no 
symbols to Him, of pleasant, attractive, 
alluring realities. The mystery of His Hu- 
manity—a humanity real in soul as in body 
—made Him capable of temptation; made 
temptation a conflict and a suffering; made 
victory a thing to be fought for—the victory 
not of an insensible impassive Divinity, but 
of a Manhood indwelt by the Spirit. 

38—2 
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The Temptation was thorough. | It 
addressed itself by turns to every part of 
humanity. To the body, with its desires 
and its shrinkings, its appetites and its aver- 
sions. To the soul, with its reasonings and 
its affections, its ambitions and its aspirations. 
To the spirit—that higher, highest part of 
the immaterial being, through which man 
communicates directly with his God, and may 
either consecrate to Him will and purpose 
and life, or else debase each into a super- 
stition or an idolatry. The temptation, even 
the specimen temptation, was thorough be- 
cause it was threefold. 

The Temptation was persuasive. It was 
skilfully planned, appropriately timed, plaus- 
ibly argued, powerfully urged. It was more 
than this. It was adapted, with Satanic sub- 
tlety, to the end and to the Person. We 
trace, at each turn, the ingenuity, the versa- 
tility, of the approach. The Holyand Divine 
Man, pure from all spot of sin, is not to be 
sought by means coarse and vulgar, such as 
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might suit a debauched or demoralized youth, 
deaf to the trumpet-call of duty and blind to 
the loveliness of virtue. Each temptation 
which assails Christ is elevated, is refined, is 
transfigured, into the very lineaments and 
attributes of a grace. Satan himself—St Paul 
writes—writes certainly not least of his temp- 
tation of Christ—zs transformed into an angel 
of light. Thus that which some miss and 
complain of in the record before us—that it 
presents not our Saviour tempted like as we 
are, through violent passion or imperious 
sense—turns, when rightly understood, for a 
testimony to the completeness of His triumph. 
He who held in check the body, the soul, the 
spirit, in their most specious, most sublime, 
most seemingly innocent, promptings, was 
much more, was (as men speak) @ /fortzorz, 
master of their baser and meaner and viler 
desires: in conquering the higher, He more 
than conquered the lower: it was because 
these were under His feet, that the devil tried 
and vexed and importuned Him with those. 
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The Temptation, yet once more, was 
by a tempter. Modern unbelief speaks of 
no doctrine more contemptuously than of 
the doctrine of a spirit of evil) ingiis 
instance, rather than accept the Scripture 
saying, some have imagined that the solici- 
tation was conducted by a man—by some 
Jewish Priest or Rabbi, plying our Lord with 
suggestions of a worldly Messiahship. Such 
an idea betrays an utter inability to receive 
the things of the Spirit; a determination to 
reduce all Revelation to the level of a cold 
and earthly rationalism. Others have trans- 
ferred the whole conflict into a region of 
mere reflection—our Lord Himself ponder- 
ing the right and the wrong; entertaining 
and dismissing, within Himself, the various 
suggestions and counter-suggestions of the 
individual consciousness. Such persons either 
destroy the temptation, or blaspheme the 
Saviour. If there was no solicitation to evil, 
where was the suffering? If that solicitation 
to evil was from within, where was the sin- 
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lessness? From within, out of the heart of 
man, proceed evil thoughts: but it is because 
sin is first in the heart, and thence wells up 
into the utterance, and runs over into the life. 
He who knew no sin could not be, in this 
sense, His own tempter. 

My brethren, the existence of a kingdom 
of darkness side by side (save in the date 
of its origin) with a kingdom of light, is a 
fact taught everywhere in Scripture; a fact 
asserted everywhere by Christ; a fact pre- 
supposed everywhere, in doctrine, in exhorta- 
tion, in warning, in promise; a fact confirmed 
everywhere by each observation and each 
experience of our inward and outward being; | 
a fact as full of encouragement as of explana- 
tion; a fact, finally, revealed in each line of 
this particular record, into the solemn, the 
awful particulars of which I am _ now ear- 
nestly, humbly, reverently to carry you. 


In the fullest consciousness of His Divine 
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Mission—the opened Heaven, the descending 
Spirit, the attesting Voice, still present to 
eye and ear within—Jesus passes from the 
Baptism to the Fasting and the Temptation. 

The purpose of the transition was as 
definite as the agency. Let no man say when 
he 7 tempted, [ am tempted of God: yet let 
none say when he is tempted, I am deserted 
of God. Very emphatic, very impressive, 
very instructive, is that inspired antithesis 
—Of the Spirit, Of the devil—tled up of the 
One, fo be tempted of the other. The same 
Jesus who was here led into temptation bids 
us pray, Lead us not into zt. He knew, He 
knows, the anguish, the perilousness too, of 
that leading; recognizes it as a discipline— 
yet would have us avert it if we may. 

The scene of the Temptation is laid in the 
wilderness. Tradition defines the locality1— 
sets it in that desolate rugged land which 


‘Lange, Commentary on the Gospel according to 
Matthew, Chap, iv. i—11. 
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lies along a five hours’ march between Jeru- 
salem and the Jordan, ended, eastward, by 
a difficult precipitous mountain, full of holes 
and caves, tenanted erewhile by hermits, and 
which, in memory of the Saviour’s forty 
days’ fast in that region, still bears the name 
of Quarantania; the Lenten Mountain. 

Let none say, brethren, that solitude is 
a safeguard against temptation. There the 
Captain of our salvation found it: there oft- 
times has it assailed afterwards the sons whom 
He would bring to glory. Me was there in 
the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan: 
and Fle was with the wild beasts—Oh in how 
many senses true! 

And in those days He did eat nothing. 
That was the true, the model Fast. The 
soul, exercised by God’s discipline, engaged 
in God's communion, wrestling hand to 
hand and foot to foot with God’s foe, rises 
above and treads upon and absolutely for- 
gets the body. It is not the fasting, it is 
the occupation of the fasting, which gives 
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it its value. I say not that the one may not 
help the other—certainly the opposite of the 
one will preclude the other: fulness of bread, 
abundance of luxury, makes God’s work 
impossible: but look to it that the fasting 
be not the substitute for, but the handmaid 
of the devotion—not the end, but the means! 

At last—and, I pray you, ponder the “at 
last’—a month and ten days—a whole 
Lent—at last He hungers. The long super- 
natural tension is withdrawn; and then the 
human body—the human body—of the 
God-Man—feels its humanity. 

Very precious to Christian hearts are 
those brief, those thrilling records, which 
make Him like unto us, one with us, in all 
things. Yesus wept. Fesus was wearied with 
flis journey. Fesus said, I thirst. Fesus 
was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a 
pillow. He afterward hungered. 

There is no ‘sin in) hunger @ Dinerem= 
nothing which detracts, even from the 
Divine, in this hunger. Rather was this 
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hunger the ennoblement—I had almost said, 
the deification—of hunger; the assurance of 
the poor man that He has Jesus with him, not 
in pity only, but (which is a higher thing) 
in sympathy too. fe knows, for He has 
felt the same—felt it in its pain; felt it also 
in its perilousness—as the opportunity, as the 
inlet, as the vehicle, of temptation. 

Satan ever watches for our distress. 
Revelation tells of an aperture of hell upon 
earth’s surface—a sort of well’s mouth!— 
closed and padlocked sometimes—but some- 
times opened; and then there arises out of 
it a smoke—which is the breathing, the 
exhalation, the inspiration too, of evil. 

The tempter came to Flim. We do not 
read, nor do we infer, an incarnation here of 
Satan. No passage of Scripture proves that” 
In Eden there was no human impersona- 
tion. Enough that the spirit of evil was 


ae y eels se 0, 2. . 
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there, was perceptibly present—nearer than 
body could be to Christ’s soul. Very dread- 
ful must it have been to Him to find Himself 
in so close, so direct a contact with the devil. 
Ile bore it for us. It was oné part epeae 
great Humiliation. As He who kuew no 
sim was made sin for us', so He who knew 
no sin was confronted, was touched, was 
thronged and pressed and crushed (as it 
were) by sin’s presence and sin’s solicitation. 

We shall never know how—in what 
manner—by what mode of access. But this 
we know—for He told it, and His own 
have written it for our learning—that the 
tempter came to Him, and said to him, 
said somehow, not in the ear but in the soul— 
If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones—or as St Luke more graphically 
puts it, command (say to) this stone, that wt 
become bread. 

The appeal is to the Messiahship. To 
the conscious might of Him to whom the 
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Spirit is given zot by measure. It may be, 
in the tone of challenge: Prove Thyself 
now herewith! It may be, in a softer, a 
more insidious accent: If Thou art—as Thou 
knowest, and as I know—then, Thou canst— 
wilt Thou ? 

Mine appeal is to the Humanity, Ex: 
hausted nature sinks for lack of food. Here 
in this wilderness how shall it be fed? 
Not less but more sensitive, than ours, was 
that sacred Body. It is ever so in propor- 
tion to the prevalence of mind, of heart, 
of soul, over the animal, in any organiza- 
tion: the exhaustion is more speedy, more 
absolute, more annihilating to the strength. 
What then must these things have been in 
Him of whom it must be said, He was all 
soul—all spirit! 

The appeal is, through the Humanity, 
to the Mission—to the work, to the duty, 
fostie wexample, Is it right,,is it obe- 
dient, is it moral, to perish with hunger— 
needlessly, wantonly, superstitiously ? to leave 
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a commission unfulfilled, and a world un- 
saved? to mislead thousands, in the ages. 
to come, into a false estimate of “dupe 
to tread underfoot the sacred maxim, / wll 
have mercy, and not sacrifice ? 

We presume much, it may be, in thus 
interpreting the unsaid. Yet the reply carries 
us into these higher fields of argument, and 
bids us see in the temptation something far 
removed from mere self-indulgence; some- 
thing which (so to say) sublimes the corporeal, 
and, while stimulating the sense, transfigures 
the gratification. ‘That natural, that innocent 
appetite—always innocent within the two 
bounds, of honesty and temperance—is here 
God’s voice ; bidding thee to pity thyself, and, 
in pitying thyself, to pity and to save thy 
brother. Compared with this, what would be 
the strongest voice of passion, as a tempta- 
tion to the Heaven-born, to the All-holy ? 

Listen, then, for the answer. Strain the 
ear, to catch its pure, its ethereal, its celestial 
sound, J/¢ zs wrttten—written where no 
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interpreter save One could have thought of 
looking for it—written in a historical Book, 
concerning scenes and generations long 
since swept from the earth—yet wrztten, and 
therefore permanently, and with everlasting 
significance—Man shall not hive by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God. 

Israel—such is the context—was fed with 
manna for forty years in the wilderness, to 
show that bread is not man’s only aliment; 
that God, if there be no bread, can feed with 
manna—and if there be no manna, with any 
word which may proceed from His mouth— 
with anything that He may command to be the 
food, for this time, under these circumstances, 
of His people. 

To change this stone into bread would be 
to doubt, to distrust, the minute, the obser- 
vant, the Omnipotent Hand. Would be to 
say, with the generation that tempted, God 
has brought me out from houses and cities 
and lands inhabited, to slay me here for lack 
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of bread in this wilderness. Would be to say, 
in this instance, The Messiahship which should 
save a world shall be dwarfed down to the 
preservation of a body—shall be turned to 
purposes of self-satisfying and self-sparing, 
alike derogatory to God and mischievous to 
His creatures. Would be to encourage a 
false and spurious discipleship—a following of 
Christ, across seas and lands, to be fed with- 
out toil with the meat that perisheth. Would 
be to foster the idea, already tainting to the 
core the spirituality of Israel’s religion—the 
idea of an earthly throne and a victorious 
progress, giving possession of lands flowing 
with milk and honey, of wells digged by the 
conquered for the conquerers, and houses 
filled with all good things for Messiah’s cour- 
tiers and favourites. Would be to turn 
miracle into magic, and bring into perpetual 
dishonour God’s evidences of His Gospel. 
Would be, above all, to assign to matter an 
importance due only to spirit, and show 
Christ Himself the slave of that flesh from 
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the tyranny of which He came upon earth 
to set His people once and for ever free. 

He who could thus unmask Satan in a 
guise so specious—He who could thus refuse 
attention to the body when neither honesty 
nor temperance were threatened by its grati- 
fication—did indeed prove Himself Master, 
once for all, of the body; and, in doing so, 
furnish an everlasting example to us children 
Oi dam-and of the Fall. 

(1) Lnall ther afflictions Fle was afflicted. 
Christ has undergone, for us, the trial—yes, 
the temptation—of bodily want. He knows— 
knows, not as God only, but as Man—the 
sharp touch of pain. Knows it in the form 
of appetite, as afterwards in the form of inflic- 
tion. No pain is more painful than that of 
Momed appetites In one shape, it isa 
Some iain every shape, it is ‘a trial of 
the man. It is a temptation to murmur- 
ing, to irritation, to contention, to charging 
God foolishly. It is a temptation to seizing 
against conscience that which God has de- 
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nied. To forego the satisfaction when God 
has not expressly denied it—when only spi- 
ritual considerations, considerations of high 
and abstract and transcendant principle, stand 
between it and us—this is indeed a rare vir- 
tue, making an enormous demand upon the 
noblest and loftiest nature. Christ would not 
only hunger rather than sin—He will hunger 
rather than descend in one smallest parti- 
cular from the height of His high standing 
as God’s Messenger and God’s Witness to 
His brethren. Thus He suffered, being 
tempted; suffered for, suffered with us, in 
the body. 

(2) JL¢ 2s wretten, Man shall not live 
by bread alone. Trust God with your life. 
Trust Him absolutely—not thus far, but all 
lengths. Trust Him with your body—with 
your life visible, tangible, sensible. No 
bread? then manna. No manna? then some- 
thing else: any word of His will suffice. He 
who kept His Divine Son through a fast of 
forty days and forty nights, can keep Him for 
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another day without making that stone bread. 
In particular, learn the rank, the relative 
value, of your three lives—the animal, the 
rational, the spiritual. Never allow the first 
to assume or to presume over the others. 
To make the body the first thing is vanity 
now, ruin hereafter. The body itself will be 
the sufferer. eats for the body, and the body 
for meats—but God shall destroy both tt and 
them‘, It is well said—is it not almost 
written ?—‘‘he who, for himself, will turn 
stones into bread, shall find his very bread, 
at last, turned into stone*.” The true life is 
above. Learn to live it, and all will be in its 
place. Then first will the life of time be a 
perpetual feast, when it is received, in each 
smallest particular, as the gift of a Father 
in Heaven, who has another life also for you, 
and a better. Christ would not part with 
one smile, one ray, from above, for the sake 
of all the supplies of two universes. His meat 
was, to do the will of His Father: He knew 
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that that will was that He should finish His 
work—J/immortal till that work was done! 

(3) Finally, I would ask you all to offer 
your praises and thanksgivings to Him who 
suffered all this for us men and for our 
salvation. It were a poor, an idle employ- 
ment, to spend these evenings in contem- 
plating the Divine Temptation, unless we 
erew thereby in the knowledge and the love 
of Him that was tempted. So long as we 
misplace or confound the Divine and the 
Human in our Lord Jesus Christ, we shall 
never love, for we shall never value, Him 
as we ought. So long as we imagine that 
temptation was no temptation to Him be- 
cause He was Divine—that it cost Him no- 
thing, being hungry, to refrain from eating— 
to hold back the right hand, to check the 
word of the tongue, which in one moment 
would have satisfied every want and restored 
the equilibrium of an exhausted frame— 
because, as God, He could not sin, and 
because, as God, He could not, in deed and 
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in truth, very much hunger—so long, of 
course, we never praise and bless Him with 
outspoken thanksgiving for having refused 
the devil’s offer and held fast His integrity 
that He might accomplish His undertaking 
to deliver man. Let us enter more deeply 
into that deepest of the deep things of God— 
that which St Paul calls the selfemptying 
of the Everlasting Co-existent One, the 
being re-made in creature-form, and in that 
form humbling Himself yet lower, and 
becoming obedient to the whole will of 
God, even until that will culminated in death 
—the death of the Cross. Never, never, 
until we do so, shall we either rightly mourn 
in Lent, or rightly rejoice in Easter. When 
we do this—when we can really say, I know, 
O Lord, that Thou didst lay aside Thy 
Godhead, and become very Man—that, in 
that Manhood, filled with grace and the 
Spirit, Thou didst really hunger, wast really 
tempted, didst taste, not death only, with its 
sharp long agony, but life, human life, mortal 
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life, life such as my life, life outward and 
inward, life bodily, mental, spiritual, such 
as this of mine, for me—for my soul’s sake— 
that I might live indeed now and not die 
eternally—then we shall be Christians. 
Then will there be meaning, then first, in 
our perpetual pleading— 

By the mystery of Thy holy Incarnation 
—by Thy holy Nativity and Circumctston— 
by Thy Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation— 
Good Lord, Good Lord, deliver us! 


FIFTH WEDNESDAY IN LENT, 
March 13, 1872. 
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MATTHEW Iv. 7. 


Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 


ONE woe ts past: behold, there come two woes 
nore hereafter". 

The conflict waged through the body is 
ended. 

In a form at once the most subtle and 
the most persuasive—in the form not of 
indulgence, but of duty—not of coarse vulgar 
appetite, but of grave serious religious 
prudence—a prudence which would not 
defeat God’s work, but would keep alive 
that life on which hangs the life, the im- 
mortality, of countless souls—thus has the 
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trial of sense been planned and conducted. 
Idle were it, desperate and suicidal, to ap- 
proach Christ by modes and methods of 
bodily temptation such as even a human 
virtue is proof against. Therefore the instinc- 
tive, the innocent, the holy hunger is chosen 
as the point of attack: and even this, not 
as though patience were exhausted, not as 
though endurance had reached its limit, not 
as though the Mission or the Messiahship or 
the Divinity were forgotten, but on the very 
ground and presupposition of all these—Be- 
cause there is a work, and because there is 
a duty, and because there is a commission 
and a consecration, therefore say the word 
of Omnipotence, and therefore live because 
Thou art the Son of God! Christ, conquer- 
ing this, much more conquered, conquered @ 
fortiori, every common appetite and every 
coarser lusting. 

I earnestly press this thought, this argu- 
ment, once again, upon your hearts—because 
I know that there are those amongst us, 
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who say, Christ was never tempted with 
my temptation, inasmuch as sinful carnal soli- 
citation never came nigh Him. Brethren, He 
who did the greater did the less. He who 
coerced appetite, He who bridled the body, 
when there was no sin in its indulgence— 
when prudence, when reason, when even 
duty, would have seemed to us to say, 
Command this stone to be bread—He who 
could answer to that suggestion, Man lives 
not by bread alone; God who spake the 
life-giving can speak at His will the life- 
sustaining word; Him will I trust, to Him 
will I look; I will not even in one most trivial 
instance spend upon self powers destined for 
service—was indeed Lord and Master of 
every organ and every function of corporeal 
lite, sand the very refinement, the very 
sublimity, of the trial, was, in Him, the 
severity and the completeness. 

The first temptation is ended; ended, like 
the rest, for a season; to reappear many 
times during the Ministry; to reappear, in 
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altered form, with intenser keenness, in the 
Garden and upon the Cross. 


We have two narratives of the great 
Temptation. The 4th chapter of the first 
Gospel, and the-4th chapter "of the i 
Gospel, both present one. But the order is 
different in the two. 

St Luke places second that which St Mat- 
thew places third in order. The high mountain 
stands in St Luke before the pinnacle of 
the temple. In that arrangement the meta- 
physical view is more perfect. The soul 
occupies its proper place between body and 
spirit. The temptation of the rational man 
through ambition comes before the temp- 
tation of the spiritual man through presump- 
tion. So far there is gain. 

Yet the very disregard of system and 
analysis and climax is characteristic of Re- 
velation, and would of itself incline us to- 
wards the earlier record before us, 


VI. | Lhe Lemptation of Christ. 139 


We observe also that, whereas St Mat- 
thew introduces the two occurrences with 
marks of time— 7%ez in the 5th verse, Again 
in the 8th—St Luke couples them only by 
the vague colourless particle And, as though 
he vouched not for the relative place of each, 
or were even guided in his arrangement by 
considerations more of doctrine than of fact. 

We have also, in the third temptation, 
as St Matthew places it, a more undisguised 
avowal of evil, in the proposal to fall down 
and worship—and a more express dismissal 
of the tempter, in the words Get thee hence, 
Satan—than would seem to be consistent 
with a proposal yet behind, and with the 
milder answer in store for it, /¢ zs wretten 
again}. 


There are three links of connection be- 
tween the first temptation and the second. 
Christ has said, Maz shall not live. He 


1 Olshausen, Lange, Ebrard, as above. 


140 The two great Temptations. [ vu. 


has not repulsed the tempter by any reve- 
lation of Deity. He has not said, “Apos- 
tate spirit! I am thy Lord and thy God! 
Know in me thy Conqueror, Thy Judge, in 
thine own forfeiture of thy first estate! Back 
to the abyss, thy prison and thy hell!” He 
has avowed Himself Very Man—prepared, as 
such to withstand, as such to conquer. 
Therefore Satan will meet Him on this 
ground. He will array before. Him the 
accoutrements and the bulwarks of the godly, 
as the proper privilege and possession of Him 
who has emptied Himself of the Godhead. 
Man, sayest Thou? then as man confide, 
and as man prevail. Take to thyselfthe 
rights of that human being which is guaran- 
teed by the protection of the Lord of Sabaoth! 
Again, Christ has derived His weapon of 
defence from the armoury of Scripture. /7 
2s written, He said, Man shall not live by 
bread alone. Then out of Scripture will the 
tempter arm himself. It is a terrific lesson. 


The Word of God is accessible to God’s 
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enemy. Even against the Son of God Satan 
drew his argument from the Bible. As 
though he had said, /¢ 2s wrztten, sayest Thou? 
Then take Scripture for Scripture, and 
gainsay, if Thou canst, the authenticity or 
the genuineness! 

Once more, Christ has refused to pre- 
serve life by turning this desert-stone into 
bread. He has said that God will preserve 
the life which is twice His—His by creation, 
His by consecration. The same principle 
shall furnish forth a new temptation. Thou 
wilt not mistrust the guardianship of the 
Most High. Man lives, Thou sayest, not by 
bread alone, but by every word of God. — 
Take then ¢#zs word, and live by it! The 
codly man is under God’s guardianship— 
make trial of it, use it—Thou hast the 


warrant! 


My brethren, we have cast from us all 
those speculations, which abound, on the 
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right hand and on the left, in this region of 
mystery. Even for the question of fact or 
vision we have ventured to make room, and to 
pass it by. We call no man an unbeliever, if 
he prefers to suppose the desert the scene of 
all these temptations—even of that to-night 
before us; if he prefers to suppose the soul of 
Jesus the one only battle-field of all these 
conflicts—even of that of the temple-pinnacle, 
and of the high mountain. Only two things 
we ask of him. 

First, to banish from his mind that word “in- 
credible,” that thought “impossible.” If God 
was pleased so to order it, if God was pleased 
so to record it, admit—nay, cherish, treasure, 
the conviction—that He was able to transfer 
the Saviour’s body, by means unknown to us 
but quite easy to the Almighty, from the 
wilderness to the holy city in a moment of - 
time, and to make the act possible, as well as 
the thought conceivable, of casting Himself 
down from the giddy height of the portico 
towering over Kedron. Then, if, recognizing 
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to the full this possibility—entering into no 
carnal, material arguments of place or dis- 
tance—we yet see a deeper depth of reality in 
processes wholly spiritual, and represent to 
ourselves with greater power and sublimity a 
warfare waged in soul-to-soul encounter with 
the revealed presence of evil; we shall be 
chargeable with no infidel Limzteng of the 
ffoly One—we shall be speaking still as in 
His sight, and pondering at the Saviour’s feet 
the mystery of His Incarnation and of His 
Manhood. 

Secondly, to beware, above all things-— 
as of far graver impiety than any possible 
spiritualization of the record—of that sort of 
jealousy for our Saviour’s proper Divinity, 
which would turn this whole conflict into a 
phantom and an illusion. Believe that Christ 
was really tempted—that the thing proposed 
to Him, whatever its form, had an attraction 
for His human soul, and was determinately 
refused by Him and trampled underfoot in 
the exercise not of His Deity but of His 
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Humanity—or you lose instantly all the 
Divine comfort—and comfort is strength—of 
His sympathy, of His incorporation, of His 
union, with us—all that makes an Apostle 
write, We have not an Fligh Priest that cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmitzes, 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin: let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace. | 


If thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself 
down: for wt 1s wretten—. 

There are moments, brethren, in the 
life of every man whose life is zd (as St 
Paul writes) zz God, when the desire of a 
sign grows into a passion. Show me, faith 
prays by inspiration, a token for good, 
When long seclusion, when deep depression, 
when wearing anxiety, when great distress, 
when seeming desertion, when a darkness 
that may be felt, has weakened the power 


’ Psalm Ixxxvie 17. 
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of resistance, and lowered the spiritual tone, 
and interrupted the conscious communication 
with the Invisible—there comes a time when 
the temptation to make experiment of God’s 
presence assumes a serious meaning, and 
when only such faith as exdured the cross 
could resist the impulse to try by unlawful 
venture whether ce shadow of the Almighty 
is indeed still my shelter and my stronghold. 
Such a moment may well have been the 
close of that sojourn wth the wld beasts in 
the desert—that reawakening to a sense of 
uttermost exhaustion after the miraculous 
Fast—which, though it shook not the con- 
stancy, may yet have sorely tried the spi- 
ritual confidence, of Him who was driven into 


that wilderness for the very purpose of being 
tempted of the devil. 

More especially does this tendency show 
itself in the prospect of a trying and ardu- 
ous life's work—when, at the lowest point 
of natural and spiritual despondency, there 
is a demand, imperious and _ inevitable, 

V. 10 
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upon the highest exercise of hope and 
courage, if the “career is not to be tages 
if the “race is at all to ‘be run, or the goal 
possibly to be reached. And what if the 
work in question be God's work—the work 
which is to serve and to glorify Him—the 
work which must be ruin if He be not in it? 
How intense then becomes the anxiety to 
know that He is with me, in me, of a truth! 
How natural then the impulse, by means 
lawful .or unlawful, to assure myself that 
the Everlasting God is not my Refuge only, 
but my Presence ! 

And: if, brethren, from “thesemeama.. 
experiences imagination herself could soar 
into the region of the life's work of One 
fairer and more glorious than the children 
of men, judge ye what must have been, in 
this desert, the susceptibilities of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. How natural—could that 
word be used of Him—the desire, the long- 
ing, to assure Himself, yet once more, of 
the Divine, the Father's presence! Well 


Vil. | Lhe Temptation of Christ. wy 


+ 


indeed was that stratagem framed, which 
bade Him, in this opening crisis of a world’s 
destinies, to assure Himself of a protection 
not of this world. 

@here is this also im the temptation 
now in our view. Such a sign as that of 
the descent in safety from the giddy height 
of Herod’s portico, would have precisely 
adapted itself to the conceptions prevalent 
at that time concerning Him that should 
come. If the miracle of that safe presumption 
were wrought (as some imagine it was meant 
to be) in the sight of admiring and applaud- 
ing Judaism, no further need had there been 
for evidence of the Mission. Such was the 
Messiah whom Israel waited for; a Messiah 
of portent and prodigy, of commanding 
power and appreciable Divinity'. Thus the 
second temptation, like the first, addressed 
itself directly to the Mission. Do this—give 
this sign—and the work is done. Zhe people © 
will take Thee by force, and make Thee a King*, 

1 De Pressensé, as above. © * John viv. 15. 
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Aid then, in. thus ‘casting ~ Piyeer 
upon the Divine guardianship, there will 
be nothing wrong—nothing  unscriptural. 
It ts written, He shall give Flis Angels 
charge concerning Thee. It is expressly 
added, as though in prediction of this parti- 
cular emergency, Ox their hands they shall 
bear Thee up. Take the Divine Word lite- 
rally. It is infidelity, the tempter may have 
said, to allegorize. Here is the written 
letter, and here is the precipitous height— 
bring the two together! I heard Thee, but 
now, quote from the Bible: here is the 
text—wrilten for man’s learning. 

As in the bodily, so in the spiritual 
temptation, there is one thing more. Most 
men, when tempted through the body, are 
tempted to sin. So was not Christ. Most 
men, when tempted through the spirit, 
through the religious part of them as we 
speak, are tempted to sin—are bidden to 
go hither and thither, regardless of former 
sinning, forgetting (or remembering) that in 
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this very house, in this very company, they 
sinned yesterday and the day before— 
are bidden, I say, to risk the consequences, 
and expect God to keep them from the very 
sin of which they go in quest. So was not 
Christ. The devil himself refrained, for his 
own purposes, from suggesting sin to Christ, 
As before, so now again, he elevated the 
temptation into a region altogether sublime. 
He said not, Cast Thyself from this pinnacle 
into the bosom of dissipation, of folly, of 
sin—and trust God to keep Thee. He said, 
Give Thyself this sign, give Thine Israel 
this sign, of the favour and presence of Him, 
whose Thou art, whose be Thou! 


Now it is in answer to this suggestion, 
thus seasonable, thus innocent, thus lofty, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ answers, in the 
words of the text, /¢ zs wrztten again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

The Word of God quotes from the 
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Word. Quotes thrice from one Book. Makes 
it His Book in this hour of sorrow. Each 
time, makes Israel in the wilderness the type 
of Man—of the ideal, the Divine Man. Sets 
His seal to Holy Scripture” Brethren fra 


was Holy Scripture to Jesus Christ, shall it 
not suffice ws? Think of it, ye who speak 
scoffingly, or judge slightingly, of the Bible! 
He sets His seal, I say, to Holy Scripture, and 
finds in it His weapon, alike shield and sword, 
for this hand-to-hand conflict with Satan. 

In this place, bidden to an act of pre- 
sumption, He recalls another age and another 
desert, and refuses to imitate that experiment- 
ing upon God which was Israel's sin and 
Israel’s ruin. When all was not to their mind, 
they demanded this, they prescribed that— 
food, this kind of food, then that—as the proof 
that God was power and that God was love. 

Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
Plural in the original, Christ reads it in the 
singular'—that He may make the general- 


* Lange, as above. 
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special, and the universal personal. Let us 
follow Him in this—making the ye of the 
Bible into the ¢ou of the conscience, and so 
bringing home to the man that which was 
written for the race. 

My brethren! all sin is a tempting God. 
It is an experimenting upon His forbearance, 
or upon His power, or upon His compassion. 
But most of all this—the sin of Presump- 
tion—the sin of going to the edge, the verge, 
the margin of evil—the sin of looking over 
the precipice of danger, physical, moral, 
spiritual—the sin of saying, If God is, He can © 
keep—if God is, He can un-sin the sin—can 
either prevent me from doing it, or bear me 
scatheless. 

In the case of Jesus, the temptation was 
not to a sin—only to rashness, only to risk, 
only to prodigy. But His far-reaching eye ~ 
saw in it the very principle, or no-prin- 
ciple, of Massah and Meribah—veiled in a 
specious garb, which it was His to pene- 
trate and to tear in twain. Saw in it the 
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self-willed demand of the mighty help of 
God; the perversion of the promise, / weé/ 
keep thee in all thy ways, into a promise to 
keep thee in ways zot ¢hzme—in the passage 
through a non-natural element—in the intru- 
sion into a region given to another race and 
order. Saw in it the sin of judging for, yea 
of judging, the Most High God—of saying to 
Him, Thus will:1 do, and Thou; i Miceuiee 
God, wilt unmake and remake to indemnify 
me! 

This is the sin of sins, in reference to the 
highest part of man’s nature. This is using 
the knowledge of God, the promise of God, 
the sonship of God, not for service but for 
self-pleasing. This is first to settle my will, 
and then to bend God’s will to it. This is 
to invert the order of the Creator and the 
created—to make man rule, and God serve. 

lt 1s written, fle shall give His Angels 
charge over thee. 

Yes, but z¢ zs written again, Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. 
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(1) /¢ ds written. Brethren, it is not 
enough to find a textin the Bible. Torn from 
its context, you may find that for anything. 
There is no mistake, there is no folly, there 
is no heresy, I had almost said there is no 
crime, for which you may not find some 
colour of authority in some disjointed scrap 
of Holy Scripture. Who can deny the 
appositeness of ¢#zs quotation? The godly 
man is under God's protection—no plague 
shall come nigh his dwelling—the Angels 
have charge of him—where is the fallacy ? 

Mike fallacy lies: where Christ’ found it. 
It ts written again—not written against it, 
but written beside it—something else—some- 
thing needed to complete, to qualify, yes to 
correct—something without which the other 
would be but a half-truth, and, like all half- 
truths, dead, or worse, being alone. 

One Scripture is set over against another, 
and he who takes but one will find it mis- 
chievous and not edifying. One Scripture 
is given to interpret another: only he who 
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reads both will know either. Our Lord knew 
the Bible—it was then but half a Bible—not 
in the letter only which killeth, but in the 
spirit which giveth life. He saw not the 
isolated but the combined truth. He saw 
the disjointed items in the harmony and in 
the unity which they constitute. 

Brethren, we must read the Bible itself 
with reverence. It has a voice, and that 
voice is according to the ear that hears it. 
It has a use, and an abuse——each is powerful. 
The \Bible. is either .meditine,,ommpa aa 
It needs long, intent, intimate study, to 
discern between the two most opposite 
sayings, /¢ 2s written—Tt 1s written again. 

(2) Finally, Zou shalt not tempt. The 
warning is for the good—and for the evil. 

But here—on Christ’s lips in this desert— 
chiefly for the good. For those, we mean 
now, whose soul is quickened from the first 
sleep. For those who know that God is, and 
is for them—hath spoken, and spoken to 


1S 2 COT Os 


VIL. | Lhe Temptation of Christ. 155 


them. They are the special subjects of this 
great temptation. It is they who ofttimes 
presume. 

Cast thyself down from this pinnacle. 
God was not in the climbing. God made 
thee not priest or prophet. God sent thee 
not on this mission. But thou art there. 
Nothing now will serve thee but excitement 
—thou must have heats and zeals, thou 
must make proselytes and gather souls, thou 
must see visible signs, hear audible evi- 
dences, of God's presence and God’s opera- 
tion. Remember, the first fruit of faith is 
obedience—and the first breath of prayer is 
self-surrender—and the first condition of 
Divine action is the Divine warrant—and 
the first witness of spirituality 1s quietness 
and rest and peace. In these things seek 
thy credentials—in these things behold thy 
God! 

If God gives thee nothing else, He gives 
thee everything. Be contented to walk in 
safe paths, to seek quiet resting-places. 
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Dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be 
fed. Thy Lord hungered and _ thirsted— 
Thy Lord was with the wild beasts, Satan- 
haunted, God-deserted—yet He would seek 
no sign of remembrance; and if He died in 
darkness, if He cried on the Crosse 
hast Thou forsaken me? He could add also, 
through the gloom, father, into Thy hands 
L commend my spirit. 

Leave with Him thy joy and thy sorrow, 
thy light and thy darkness. Enough if the 
blessed promise be fulfilled in thee— 

Lt shall come to pass that at evening-time 
wt shall be light. 


SIXTH WEDNESDAY IN LENT, 
March 20, 1872. 


Pee O GREAT TEMPLPALTIONS. 
CC. 


ALY, 


MATTHEW IV. To. 


Get thee hence, Satan: for it ts written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him 


only shalt thou serve. 


GoD forbid that LI should glory, save in 
the cross of our Lord Fesus Christ, whereby 
the world ts crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world}, | 

So suitable to the Week which comme- 
morates the Cross is that closing scene of 
the great Temptation, in which the World 
occupies the forefront of the picture. 

Flesh, and spirit, have done their worst 
upon the discernment, and upon the con- 

MiGalevieta 
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stancy, of the Divine Master, ~The gone 
has bidden Him to save His life by the 
innocent miracle of turning one of the desert 
stones into bread. The other has bidden 
Him to make proof of the Father’s presence 
by throwing Himself from the temple-roof 
in dependence upon promise. Temptation 
itself approaches Him in disguise—will not 
shock His holy soul by proposals of sin- 
ning—will so mask and veil the suggestion 
as to deceive (were it possible) even God’s 
Elect. So coming, it came whetted and 
sharpened beyond the common nature of 
trial. Vulgar vice, whether of flesh or spirit, 
would have had no chance with Him in 
comparison. When He foiled this attack, 
Christ more than defeated every other in 
the same field. When He said, A/ax doth 
sot live by bread atone, He proved Himself, 
beyond further question, to be Master and 
Lord of His own body. If He would not 
use miracle to avert starvation, much more 
would He have refused the bait of sensual 
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self-indulgence. And when He said, 7hou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God, He proved 
Himself, beyond further question, to be 
Wieeter and Lord of His own ‘spirit. If 
He would not experiment upon God’s pro- 
tection for the sake of getting or giving a 
sion of Messiahship, much more would He 
have refused to make trial of the Divine 
guardianship by going, on the strength of it, 
to the edge and margin of evil. The temp- 
tation was searching, because it was subtle— 
the victory was decisive, because the foe 
was disguised, 

But there remained one part of the Hu- 
manity not yet assailed. Man is not body 
only, nor body and spirit only. Between 
these two there is what our Version of the 
Scripture calls sou/; as when St Paul says 
to the Thessalonians, 7 pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Fesus Christ}, 
Elsewhere the same term is rendered fe: 
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for it means that which God breathed into 
Adam when he was to become a living soul ; 
that life-centre, as it is sometimes called, for 
the mastery of which flesh and spirit do 
battle, and the everlasting condition of which 
is the salvation or perdition of the man him- 
self. This is that immaterial being, in each 
one of us, which is capable of thinking, 
willing, acting, in reference to the objects 
and interests, the affections and ambitions, of 
this life. It is this which feels the motive 
of worldly gain, worldly renown, worldly 
power, pomp, and greatness. It is this 
which carries on intellectual studies, pro- 
fessional pursuits, political struggles. It is 
this which St Paul, knowing and living the 
higher life, disparages as an unspiritual exist- 
ence,incapable of apprehending God’s Reve- 
lation’, and excluded, if only by incongruity, . 
from the joys and glories which Resurrection 
shall open to those who shall be counted 
worthy to obtain that world. As then the 


* tT Cor. il 143" xvas 


Vil. | Lhe Temptation of Christ. 161 


second temptation (following St Matthew’s 
order) was addressed to the spirit—to that 
highest noblest part of man, which deals 
directly with God and Heaven, and which, 
in this bad world, may itself be perverted 
into superstition, into fanaticism, into self- 
will, presumption, and pride—so is the third 
directed against the natural soul, seeking to 
draw it down from the influence of the 
elevating transforming Spirit into the region 
of things seen, into the aims, ambitions, and 
motives, of an existence temporal, transitory, 
and earth-bounded. 

Lhe devil taketh Flim up into an exceeding 
high mountain, and showeth Flim all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them 
—St Luke adds, 22 a moment of time. 

We have agreed to leave altogether out 
of sight questions, more curious than edi- 
fying, as to the manner in which these 
temptations were made present to the mind 
and soul of the Tempted. Whether the 
power was given, of actually conveying Him 
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hither and thither, from desert to city, from 
plain to mountain; and even of passing be- 
fore the eye scenes which no elevation could 
naturally exhibit, whether in space or in kind 
—or whether it all passed within, in vivid 
representation as on the walls of ¢he chaméers 
of the imagery’, making all the more real 
to the soul ideas and suggestions which 
there was no outward distraction to interrupt 
—this we know not, we cannot know. St 
Luke’s words, in describing this particular 
stage of the temptation, showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, 
seem chosen to point out the supernatural- 
ness of the transaction. Not only was there 
an extent of vision which no height of posi- 
tion could give, and no uttermost stretch of 
sight could take in—there was also a rapidity, 
more than electric, in the presentation. And 
thus there was either miracle upon miracle 
of a material kind, heaped up and running 
over, only not incredible because (if God so 
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willed it) not impossible; or else the mystery 
is all one and all spiritual—how the tempter 
could presume to tempt, how the Holy One 
of God could submit to suffer. 

But though the manner of the temptation 
is hidden from us, the nature of it will reveal 
itself to thought and devotion. 

All these things will I give Thee, if Thou 
wilt fall down and worship me. St Luke 
expands and enforces. All this ower will 
L give Thee, and the glory of them; for that 
1s delivered unto me, and to whomsoever I 
will I give wt: tf Thou therefore wilt worship 
me, all shall be Thine. 

For the first time the mention of the 
Messiahship disappears. J/ Zhou be the Son 
of God, is exchanged now for the opposite 
challenge, Jf Thou therefore wilt worship 
me, But not on that account is the proposal 
itself less insidious. 

It is the offer of a universal dominion. 
The love of possession, the love of rule, is 
acatutal passion.. You may see it: in-a 
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house—you may see it in a cottage—you 
may see it in a peasant—you may see it 
in a child. There is something God-like 
in ruling. The least of God’s attributes (if 
we could compare infinites) in beauty and 
attractiveness, it is yet the one which fallen 
man most instinctively recognizes: the wor- 
ship of Power is the last to die out, where 
the tradition of original truth is faintest, 
feeblest, and most corrupted. 

Therefore, in appealing to the lust of 
power, the tempter touched a chord to which 
the natural soul is responsive. 

But think we that in this one instance the 
subtle serpent forgot his cunning ? laid the 
snare for Christ as he would have laid it for 
one who had been told from his cradle, and 
had believed it, that an undistinguished life 
had better bein its grave? Think we that the 
tempter knew Christ so ill,in His Heaven or 
upon His earth, as to imagine that to Him, 
the Creator, any heap or mass of creature 
crowns could possibly be more than plaything 
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or bauble, than drop or dust? Was it a lure 
so simple, so transparent as this, by which 
Satan, throwing off the mask, hoped to 
beguile or to shake his Victor? 

To understand this temptation, we must 
go back once again to God’s Word, and read 
there (as Satan could read it) how it was pre- 
dicted again and again that He that should 
come, God’s Lord and Christ, should have 
dominion over a subject earth—a dominion 
world-wide and everlasting—all kings falling 
down before Him, all nations doing Him 
service. [he latest book of the Bible bids 
us regard this as the winding-up of God's 
counsel and God’s mystery hereafter— 7he 
kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
dons of our Lord and of Firs Christ. This is 
that consummation which shall have in it, 
when it comes in its season, the refreshing of 
earth’s long toils—the gathering together in 
one, of all God’s scattered and dispersed 
children—the final fulfilment of all those 
purposes of grace and love, for the sake of 
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which Christ humbled Himself to be born of 
a woman, and went back into God’s presence 
as the Mediator and Intercessor. 

Now therefore we begin to see the deep 
artifice, in this instance, of the deceiver, 
What does he here but offer to let that be at 
once, without struggle or warfare, without 
betrayal and agony, without Cross and Grave, 
which is the recognized end andaim of Incar- 
nation itself? Spare Thyself, Thou who art 
so chary of Thy reliance upon the sustaining 
Arm—Thou who wilt neither feed Thyself in 
Thy hunger, nor let God uphold Thee in 
Thy falling—Thou whose Messiahship is 
thus scrupulous, thus timid, thus faltering, in 
its reliance and in its  self-display—spare 
Thyself long months and years of tedious 
toiling! spare Thyself the anguish of shame 
and sacrifice, of desertion by man and God, 
of a suffering more dreadful than death, and 
a death which shall be the stumblingblock of 
mankind! Spare Thyself? nay, spare Thy 
disciples,, spare Thy Church, spare Thy 
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world—is it not Thine ?—centuries and mil- 
lenniums of trial and conflict, of sorrow, of 
failure, and of despair—take to Thee at once 
Thy power, and reign—for all these kingdoms 
are mine, and to whomsoever I will I give 
them! Do me one single homage—bow Thy 
knee, but for once, here, unseen, in. this 
desert—even as one of old was permitted, for 
peace sake, to bow himself in the house of 
Rimmon—and all shall be Thine! Surely 
Thou, who so scruplest at small invisible 
derelictions, canst not justify the wanton, the 
prodigal, the wicked waste, of pains and woes, 
of lives and souls, which will result from this 
refusal? Duty itself, humanity itself, religion 
itself, bids Thee to save at once a race which 
must be saved if Thou wouldest conquer, 
if Thou wouldest not return defeated into 
a Heaven which was none to Thee while sin 
reigned below! 

It is a natural question, one which might 
be answered both ways, by what right, or 
with what truth, the devil claimed this empire 
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over earth’s kingdoms. It was a lie—and yet 
it had truth in it. Certainly God has not 
surrendered to him the world of man. God 
has not given up to him the thrones of earth, 
nor the smallest circumstances or accidents of 
His erring but unforgotten handy-work. It 
is only over willing subjects that Satan reigns. 

No man need serve him. No kingdom 
is at his disposal, till it has first renounced 
God. Even then God exercises upon it His 
other power—still overrules, still is its Judge— 
giveth wt to whomsoever Fle will—only, in this 
case, as it is written, perhaps se¢teth up over zt, 
not the best and noblest, but the basest of men}. 

It is not true then, this saying, Zo me 
zt zs delivered. 

But there was truth mingled, as ever, 
with the lie—else had there been here no 
temptation. | 

Satan could have given Christ the king- 
doms of this world. If Christ would have 
done him homage; if Christ would have 
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acted upon his principle, that power is power, 
and howsoever gained is power still; if 
Christ would have built His throne upon 
popular expectation, and accepted the terms 
on which Pharisee and Sadducee and He- 
rodian were agreed; if Christ would have 
consented to be a Messiah such as Israel, 
interpreting God by man, read in Pro- 
phecy—such as heathendom, in its conscious 
rottenness to the core, trembled at in the 
current contemporary prediction that a power 
rising in Judza was destined to possess itself 
of the world; if Christ, having Omnipotence, 
having miracle, having reason, having Reve- 
lation, having a Gospel, would have let the 
people make him a King, and follow Him 
on His victorious march to an intelligible 
empire; ‘“‘the world itself,” it has been said, 
“would not have had crowns enough for 
Him!”—He might even have cast out Satan 
by Satan, and as the price of amoment’s com- 
promise have reopened Paradise to the fallen. 


’ De Pressensé, as above. 
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My brethren, the only real kingdom 
which is Satan’s below is the kingdom of 
sin. Sin in its suggestion, sin in its opera- 
tion, sin in its contagion, sin in its misery, 
sin in its despair. But that kingdom is 
immense. Its provinces are countless, and 
its ministers are in all courts. Christ alone 
saw, but He saw intuitively, that in this one 
offer there lurked all the corruptions that 
can turn best into vilest. “The Gospelmea 
brought in would have been a curse and not 
a blessing. In that moment He made His 
choice. Never for one moment did the will 
waver. He stayed not to weigh loss against 
gain, or to regret that the road of duty was 
so severely, so sternly, so forbiddingly 
arduous. He seized upon the compromise, 
and crushed it to atoms in the right hand 
of obedience— 

Get thee hence, Satan: for tw ts written, 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
flim ony shalt thou serve. 


Henceforth there must be war, war to 
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the knife, between the Tempted and the 
tempter. In that decision lay ten thousand 
others. Christ will not have Satan lulled— 
He will have him bound. Christ will make, 
Christ will suffer, no compromises with him. 
The lesson, the edict, the declaration, of war, 
is for all time. 

It has a voice for Churches. If they will 
compliment away God’s truth, for the sake 
of the patronage, the favour, the connivance 
of states, they are false to their King, and 
the candlestick, the Shechinah, of His pre- 
sence cannot abide with them. 

itehas a voice for Churchmen. . If they 
will flatter where they ought to reprove; 
if they will have one voice for princes, 
and fenother “voice for subjects; if they 
will stoop to recommend an uncompromising 
Gospel by concessions to a (so called) 
human weakness which asks not strength 
but indulgence; if they will trim their 
preaching to the taste or whim of their 
audience, on the plea that thus only they 
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can attract men towards if not into the fold, 
the Ark, of the Saviour—in all this they 
are falling under the third type of tempta- 
tion—falling where Christ stood—fleeing 
where Christ vanquished. 

It has a voice for all who give, or who 
hold, for earthly lucre or selfish profiting, 
places of trust, because of ministry, in the 
Church of Christ. When a man suffers 
political or family considerations to influence 
him in the bestowal of a sacred office, then 
he sins against that. Master who would not 
purchase by a moment’s compromise the re- 
demption of a world. When a man stands 
in the temple of God as though showing 
himself there as God!; when he lords it 
over God's heritage, binding heavy burdens 
upon men’s shoulders, himself not touching 
them with one of his fingers; when he seeks 
self in serving Christ, and counts it gain, or 
loss, to win, or to fail in winning, the applause, 
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the admiration, of his hearers—then he shows 
himself a traitor to that Divine Lord who 
went willingly to anguish and to death rather 
than bend the knee for once to the worldly 
suggestion of the foe of souls, 

fe nas’ a voice,- every word of “it, ° for 
Christian men. Whenever we do evil that 
good may come; go one step with sinners, 
on the plea that we thus may check them 
in a second; use flattering words, or with- 
hold reproving words, concerning that which 
Christ calls sinful; employ underhand means 
to obtain advancement, under colour of de- 
siring to use it for the cause of good; allow 
hot haste, or personal dislike, or mutual re- 
sentment, or mere diversity of disposition or 
education, to draw from us uncharitable ex- 
pressions towards or concerning a man of 
another school or party in the one indivisible 
Church—in all such cases we are sinning 
against Him who declared His kingdom to 
be not of this world, and who repelled as 
hideous blasphemy the proposal to encounter 
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evil by evil, or to gain the whole world for 
God by one bending of the knee to Satan. 

Let us ask of Him, who gave the great 
example, to give also, to each one, in his 
hour of trial and emergency, grace faithfully 
to follow it, Let us bless Him with all our 
hearts for having suffered for us men and 
for our salvation these cruel, these fiery trials. 
For having been willing to let the accursed 
spirit come close to Him, hiss his words 
into the ear, breathe the pestilential breath 
upon the cheek, on purpose that He Himself 
might be able to feel, not for us only, but 
with us, and, in all our deadliest struggles, 
to succour them that are tempted! 


Brethren! our special Services for this 
Lent end to-night. Let not their memory 
perish in us, if they have been at all for our 
good, Let us go forth, if God will, humbler, 
sadder, wiser, stronger men, by reason of — 
these meditations on the first Temptation and 
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on thesecond. Let us learn the twofold lesson, 
of our weakness, and of our strength, our fall 
and our rising, and recognize more instantly, in 
the future, the two voices within—the voice 
of the enemy, and the Voice of the Friend ! 
(1) When the devil had ended all the 
temptation, he departed from Fim for a sea- 
ee Christ Himself, inuthe days of His 
flesh, was never safe from his return. Here, 
on the threshold of the Ministry—in the 
solemn pause between the Home and the 
Temple—ere He came out to look upon the 
burdens of His people!, and to expel from 
another’s soul the occupying spirit of evil— 
He encountered him, in that grim ghastly 
solitude—wild beasts around, Angels stand- 
ing aloof— Himself, by Himself—encountered 
him in every garb and in every disguise, and 
returned from each battle victorious. Yet 
the prize was too precious to be let alone. 
The devil watched each movement, caught 
each word, laid wait for each step, from that 
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day onward; now made the lips of love 
counsel ease, rebuke sacrifice, cast the stum- 
blingblock of self-sparing in the path of 
duty; now sharpened into bitterer rage the 
wakeful malice of the formalist and the hypo- 
crite; now, with closer intrusion, insinuated 
himself into the heart of one member of the 
innermost circle, adding the perpetual con- 
sciousness of present treachery to the other 
mortal woes of the suffering Humanity; now 
reappeared in plainer manifestation, during 
those last hours of the terrific sin-bearing, to 
suggest (if it were possible) hard thoughts of 
God, and sow discord—with reverence be it 
spoken—between the Eternal Father and the 
Beloved Son. 

Brethren, if all this could be thus with 
Him, what are we, that we should find the 
path of life easy, when we would tread it in 
the footsteps of our Lord and our God? Let 
us be patient, and hope to the end—knowing 
that ¢he same afflictions (and it is of temp- 
tations that St Peter writes the word) are 
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being acconplished in our brethren that are 
an the world}, | 

And God ts farthful. With the temptation, 
also a (the) way of escape. 

(2) Zhen the devil leaveth Him, and, be- 
hold, Angels came and ministered unto Him. 
It is a true history—it is a true parable also. 
Blessed and holy is that calm after victory, 
to whomsoever it is vouchsafed. Every 
smallest success, in bracing ourselves to un- 
welcome duty, in overmastering the voice of 
sloth, of passion, of lust, of blasphemy, within, 
is rewarded, through the lovingkindness of 
Jesus, with that sweet smile which makes 
itself felt in blessing, with a new influx of 
that love which is strength, of that Divine 
Spirit who is comfort and peace and life. 
Let us be athirst and hungry for such com- 
munications of love. Let us seek them 
in the appointed way—first by watching 
unto prayer, and then by vesesteng (if needs 
be) unto blood, striving against sin! So 

J Tobets velo. 
v. 12 
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shall our onward way be brighter and 
happier than that which is behind. So 
shall we live nearer to our Home, and enjoy 
a growing, at last an assured, hope of that 
Paradise Regained, which is ours by promise 
and by inheritance—ours by the communion 
of just men already made perfect—ours, most 
of all, by the presence there of One who 
for us fought the good fight and conquered— 
for us endured, as at this time, the Passion, 
the Cross, the Grave, that by His own 
most precious blood He might open the 
Kingdom of Fleaven to all belrevers. 
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